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Heads up
Happy New Year! I hope you all had a wonderful, restful Christmas break and were able to enjoy
some quality time with family and friends. It was a joy to welcome our students back to school over
the past fortnight; there is a fantastic energy across the school as we settle into the Spring term of
2026.

The start of a new calendar year is always a time for reflection and renewed ambition. This was at
the heart of my headteacher's assembly, in the first week back, where we focused on character and
the continuous drive to be better people.

This week was a particularly significant one for our Year 11s as we hosted the KWSixth Open
Evening. It was a pleasure to see so many familiar faces, as well as prospective students from the
wider community, exploring what our Sixth Form has to offer. The atmosphere was buzzing with
excitement and ambition. I would like to extend a huge thank you to our current KWSixth students
and staff who acted as ambassadors; their passion for their subjects and their pride in our school
truly shone through.

At Katherine Warington, we pride ourselves on being an inclusive school where every individual is
valued. This ethos was in full display this week as our Year 7 students participated in a workshop
led by the RNIB (Royal National Institute of Blind People). The session provided a vital opportunity
for our students to build empathy and gain a deeper understanding of the experiences of those
living with sight loss, including students who attend KWS. Seeing our Year 7s engage so
thoughtfully and maturely with the facilitators was a proud moment for me, reinforcing our
commitment to developing well-rounded, compassionate citizens.



On a personal note, it was a genuine pleasure to attend the Harpenden and Wheathampstead 76th
Gang Show. It was an incredible showcase of local talent, and I was delighted to see so many KWS
students performing on stage. The confidence, talent, and teamwork displayed by our students
were truly inspiring. Whether they were singing, dancing, or acting, they represented the school
and themselves with distinction. To everyone who took part well done, we are immensely proud of
you.

Thank you for your ongoing support as we embark on this new year together. a reminder that key
dates for the year are available on our website

https://kwschool.co.uk/calendar/

We are all looking forward to another term of achievement and community spirit.

Best wishes,
David Martin
Headteacher

House Points
This weeks house point winner are Armstrong. Congratulations!

View All News

Degree Apprenticeships Event for 6th Form
Students
For 6th Form Students, Parents, and Carers: The University of Hertfordshire is hosting an in-person
event on Tuesday, 10th February to help you navigate the world of degree apprenticeships. This is
an excellent opportunity to demystify the process and explore everything the route has to offer,
from application tips and funding details to current career opportunities. Details and a link …

Read more
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KWS Sport
Athletics Special mention  to Year 11 students,
Darci M and Jesse G, for competing in the
south of England athletics championships at
Lea Valley on Sunday. Darci did very well to
progress to the semi finals of the 200m,
competing against over 70 athletes in the
event. Meanwhile, Jesse claimed a new
personal best with a massive jump of 1.93m …

Read more

Braille Event in the Library
We had a very exciting visit in the library this
week, which really engaged our year 7
students and introduced them to the
fascinating world of Braille.  Braille is a tactile
writing system used by blind or visually
impaired people, allowing them to access
books and other written materials. We were
delighted to welcome Lara Marshall, Library
Engagement Manager for …

Read more

Invitiation to EDI Parent Forum
Dear parents/carers, As part of the KWS Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion (EDI) vision, you are invited
to our EDI Parent Forum, with myself and members of the Senior Leadership Team (SLT). This
platform allows parents/carers to share their experiences at KWS and provide feedback on our EDI
delivery. We ask for your input in making KWS more inclusive and equitable …

Read more
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Absence Reporting Reminder
Absence Reporting Reminder This is an
important reminder that it is a
parent/guardian's key responsibility to report
your child’s absence due to illness, urgent
appointments or other reasons by 8.30am on
the first day of absence and every subsequent
day thereafter. Our preferred method for
reporting absence is using the Arbor Parent
Portal App (instructions shown below). 
Absences can also be …

Read more

Attendance Rewards - Autumn Term
Attendance Rewards The school is keen to
reward good attendance and has introduced
some additional incentives to promote positive
attendance. Every half term the form who has
the best attendance will receive some sweets
from their form tutor (allergies & intolerance
taken into consideration) and extra house
points for 1st, 2nd and 3rd places. All students
with 100% attendance over …

Read more
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A Midsummer Night's Dream: Tickets now on
sale!
Katherine Warington School proudly presents a fun, fresh and magical production
of Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream. Join us for an evening of comedy, chaos and fairy
mischief as four young lovers, a band of enthusiastic amateur actors, and a whole host of magical
creatures collide in the enchanted forest. Our production mixes Shakespeare’s classic story with
modern humour, lively music, exciting …

Read more

Trustee News
The Trustees would like to warmly welcome all students back to school for the start of a new term.
We hope everyone had a restful break and is looking forward to the opportunities and challenges
ahead.

This term, members of the Board of Trustees will be taking part in learning walks to see lessons in
action, talk with staff and students, and better understand daily life at KWS. These visits help us
learn more about how the school is developing and how we can best support its continued success.

Alongside witnessing the students' hard work and enthusiasm in their lessons, we are also very
much looking forward to coming to see the whole school production of A Midsummer Night's Dream
at the end of January. It's lovely to have a bit of fun fairy magic to look forward to at the end of this
dark winter month!

The Trustees

KWS Vacancies
We have no current vacancies, but please keep an eye on our website and mynewterm.

Katherine Warington Association of Friends (KWAF)
If you would like to get involved and support your school's parents’ association, please email
kwaf@kwschool.co.uk or look out for updates on Facebook@kwafkws.
If you haven’t already done so, please sign up and follow us!

If you have any requests regarding the KWAF second-hand uniform, please email
uniform.kwaf@kwschool.co.uk and not the main KWAF email.

Upcoming Events
Tuesday 20th January - Year 7 Parents Evening
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Wednesday 21st January - Year 11 Synagogue Trip 1/2 Year Group
Thursday 22nd January - Year 13 Reports Home
Thursday 22nd January - Year 11 Synagogue Trip 1/2 Year group
Monday 26th January - Intermediate Maths Challenge
Tuesday 27th January - Year 8 KS4 Options Evening
Monday 2nd February - 6th Form Application Deadline
Monday 2nd to Friday 6th February - Year 12 Mocks
Wednesday 4th February - Year 7 Cisco Workshops
Wednesday 4th February - DofE Bronze Twilight Training 3/3
Thursday 5th February - Year 8 Reports Home
Thursday 5th February - Year 12 Oxbridge Information Evening
Tuesday 10th February - Year 8 Parents Evening
Thursday 12th to Sunday 15th February - Year 11 Munich Trip
Monday 16th to Friday 20th February - HALF TERM
Monday 23rd to Friday 27th February - Year 11 Core Mocks
Tuesday 24th February - Year 12 HE Evening
Thursday Thursday 26th February - Year 10 Geography Field Trip

Notices
Oaklands Open Events - February 2026

Upcoming Trips
Enrichment Week 2026: A Flying Start!

As the dust settles on the launch of EW26, we want to extend a huge thank you to all our families
for their engagement and patience. Launching 28 unique trips across three days for over 800
students is a monumental logistical challenge. Despite a few minor system hiccups, we are off to a
fantastic start with almost 1,200 trip places already confirmed!

While many of our excursions filled up instantly, we still have a few remaining spots on some of our
most popular flagship trips. If your child hasn't secured their place yet, now is the time to act!

Current availability includes, but not limited to:

Climb the O2: A thrilling urban mountaineering experience with breathtaking views of the
capital.

Chessington World of Adventures: A day of high-octane thrills, roller coasters, and wildlife.

Willen Lake: Perfect for those who love the outdoors, featuring water sports and team-
building activities.

Important Updates:

Battlefields Residential - places will be confirmed on Tuesday next week



Thorpe Park - we are working on the possibility of extending the capacity for this trip, and
hope to have an answer for you next week.

We are incredibly excited to see the students step outside the classroom and take part in these
memorable experiences this summer. Thank you for your continued support in making Enrichment
Week a success.

Careers
We're delighted to share some fantastic career opportunities for you and your students to Digdata
in 2026.

1. Virtual Work Experience Opportunities

We’ve collaborated with Google to bring virtual work experience opportunities to your students on
the 28th and 29th January. These sessions will be hosted on Zoom outside of school hours and
do not require any teacher / career leader attendance.

FIRST STEP - suitable for students in Year Groups 7-9 England & Wales, S1-S3 Scotland,
8-10 Northern Ireland
Wednesday 28th January at 4.30 pm (virtual session hosted on Zoom)

Want to be a YouTuber? Dig into the data sources that could make you go viral

A 45-minute briefing with the Google team

Complete the career challenge at your own pace

Certificate awarded on completion

Register now! (student link)

NEXT STEP - suitable for students in Year Groups 10-13 England & Wales, S4-S6
Scotland, 11-14 Northern Ireland
Thursday 29th January at 5pm (virtual session hosted on Zoom)

Google joins forces with Gen Z Creators to launch the Pixel 10!

A 45-minute virtual briefing with the Google team

Complete the career challenge at your own pace

Certificate awarded on completion

Register now! (student link)

National Apprenticeship Week - 9th to 15th February 2026
Here are some webinars you can take a look at:

Kickstart Your Career in Audit: Real Stories from NAO Apprentices - 10th February
6:30pm
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Click here for more information and to register your interest.

Apprenticeships in Law: Opportunities and Insights from TLT - 11th February 6:30 -
7:30pm
Click here for more information and to register your interest.

Your Future in Health & Safety: From Film Sets and Festival Stages to Sports Arenas! -
12th February 6:30 - 7:30pm
Click here for more information and to register your interest.

All Things Law: Land Your Dream Apprenticeship in Law - 5th March 6:30pm
Click here for more information and to register your interest.

Non KWS Events/Publicity

Children's Wellbeing Practitioner Workshops
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Supporting links new course dates



DSPL7 Coffee Mornings



Parent Survey



Stay Wise - Frozen Water Dangers



Be Bright Be Seen



Jigsaw Performing Arts Schools



Posh Frocks



Sustainable St albans



BeeZee Families

St Albans Symphony Orchestra



Youth Talk - Parent Support Group
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