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Heads up
Dear KWS Family,

As we draw closer to the end of a very busy and productive term, it is a pleasure to reflect on the
wealth of activities and achievements that have taken place across the school. The energy and
enthusiasm of our students continue to be an inspiration. Our social media posts are a great way to
keep abreast of all that takes place within our school. Below are just some of the items that have
been covered in the past fortnight.

Academic and Co-Curricular Highlights

Our academic excellence continues to shine through with posts highlighting the fantastic work in
our classrooms; these are a great way to celebrate the daily achievements of our students and staff.
We are incredibly proud of the students who participated in the National Languages Competition,
representing Katherine Warington School with skill and enthusiasm. Congratulations to all who took
part.

Our younger students are also embracing leadership opportunities, with our Year 7 Sports Leaders
doing a brilliant job assisting at primary school sports events. This display of responsibility and

community spirit is exactly what we aim to foster.

The Library hosted a wonderful Book Fair this month, encouraging a lifelong love of reading across
all year groups. Thank you to everyone who supported this event.

The Arts



The performing arts department is currently buzzing with activity as preparations for the whole
school production of A Midsummer Night's Dream are in full swing. The commitment and talent on
display are remarkable, and we are very much looking forward to seeing the show come to life in
January. It promises to be an outstanding performance!

In curriculum enrichment, our Year 9 students enjoyed a powerful performance of Shakespeare's
Julius Caesar by the Anthony Glen performance company, bringing the text to life and aiding their
understanding of the play. Furthermore, our Year 12 and 13 English A-Level students enjoyed a
fantastic trip to the Haymarket Theatre in London to see Othello, providing an invaluable
opportunity to see high-level professional theatre.

Sporting Triumphs

We have had numerous sporting triumphs this term, from individual successes to strong team
performances across various disciplines. A particularly significant moment was the first-ever full 15-
a-side girls' rugby game. While the final score went against us, the camaraderie, spirit, and sheer
tenacity shown by the team was truly outstanding. They played a competitive game and
demonstrated the very best of KWS sportsmanship. Our trampoline squad also goes from strength
to strength with numerous successes at the recent regional competition and we wish them
continued success at the zonal competition in January.

Year 11 Mock Results Day and Post-16 Support and Guidance

The establishment of KWSixth's Post-16 subject offer allows us to actively support our current Year
11 students with guidance on their next steps, ensuring they have the information they need to
make informed decisions about their future with us at KWSixth.

The Year 11 Mock Results Day was a crucial and valuable experience. It was genuinely pleasing to
see the hard work of the students paying off, but more importantly, it provided a significant
opportunity for reflection. We are now at the halfway point of their Year 11 studies, and the insights
gained from the mocks will be vital as they focus their preparation for the actual examinations
beginning in May.

New Student Leadership

I must begin this section with a massive thank you to our outgoing Head Students, Becky, Jacob,
Thea, and Tristan (Year 13). They have done a tremendous job as pioneers, serving as our very first
whole-school Head Students and setting an incredibly high standard for those who follow.

Following a highly competitive application process, where all applicants performed so highly, I am
delighted to congratulate our newly elected Head Students: Charlotte, Mia, Tendai, and Veer (Year
12). We are excited to see the next endeavours of our School Council, spearheaded by this
wonderful new leadership team.

Merry Christmas!



With just one week to go until the holidays, I want to thank all members of the Katherine
Warington School community; students, staff, and parents, for your hard work, support, and
dedication this term.

I wish you all a safe, restful, and very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. We look forward to
welcoming the students back for what promises to be another exciting term in January.

David Martin

Headteacher

House Points

This weeks house point winners are Keller. Congratulations!
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National Spanish Competition Success

Our year 7 students have been showcasing A o e e )
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their incredible Spanish skills in a nationwide
competition organised by Languagenut. The
competition involved schools from across the

country completing vocabulary, grammar, and =
cultural challenges and we are thrilled to share T

our fantastic results! A huge congratulations “tanguage
does to Pankhania D (year 7) who achieved an R e i

astonishing 1,334,200 points, placing them
among the ...

Read more

Your invitation to the KWS EDI Parent Forum
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Dear parents/guardians, As part of the KWS Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion (EDI) vision, we invite
you to an EDI Parent Forum, with me and the Senior Leadership Team (SLT). This platform allows
parents/guardians to share their experiences at KWS and provide feedback on our EDI delivery. We
ask for your input in making KWS more inclusive and equitable across all ...

Read more

KWS Politics Weekly - National vs School
elections: should the UK change the electoral
system?

Recently at Katherine Warington School, students from years 7 to 12 went to the ballots to select
their 4 preferred candidates for the Head Student role. A perfect example of young people getting
involved in a semi-political system, one that arguably has the most direct effect on their daily lives.
As a politics student, I couldn't help but compare the ...

Read more

KWS Sport

Trampolining Outstanding Results for
Katherine Warington’s Trampoline Squad in
Hitchin Katherine Warington’s trampoline
squad delivered an exceptional set of
performances at the regional competition in
Hitchin on 23 November. Across multiple age
groups and levels, our athletes showed real
composure, skill and determination, bringing
home several podium places and securing

strong qualification results for the next round.
In the Year ...

Read more
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KWSixth Subject Fayre 4th December and
Form time subject talks.

On Wednesday 4th December, our year 11s
participated in the Subject Fayre in the Sixth
form, to find out more about the subject offer
at KWSixth. The year 12 subject ambassadors

hosted the event superbly, showcasing their
work and enthusing the year 11s about what
they will experience when they become sixth
formers. We also welcomed Hertfordshire
University who gave ...

Read more

Year 13 Mock Exams

We wish our year 13 students the best of luck as they continue their mock exams in these final two
weeks of term. We see months and months of hard work and dedication to their subjects coming
together in these crucial two weeks. We are very proud of their efforts and the manner in which
they have conducted themselves so ...

Read more

A Midsummer Night's Dream: Tickets now on
sale!

Katherine Warington School proudly presents a fun, fresh and magical production

of Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night's Dream. Join us for an evening of comedy, chaos and fairy
mischief as four young lovers, a band of enthusiastic amateur actors, and a whole host of magical
creatures collide in the enchanted forest. Our production mixes Shakespeare’s classic story with
modern humour, lively music, exciting ...

Read more
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Unit 4 Business Events - Staff Football Match

The Staff vs. Students football match,
masterfully organised by our Year 13 Sixth
Form Business Students, was a massive hit,
successfully bringing together students and
staff for a thrilling afternoon. The event was
managed entirely by the students, who
oversaw everything from logistics to
marketing, making it a spectacular success
before the kick-off. The fixture itself was an
instant classic, ...

Read more

Disability History Month

December saw assemblies being delivered by
a group of Year 7s and 8s, raising awareness

about Disability History Month. Macy R, Sasha
H, Emaan S and Yasemin F delivered

assemblies to all year groups, talking about
how barriers to equity stem from 3 areas:
attitudes of people, physical environmental
factors and organisational barriers, such as
policies and laws. Well done ...

Read more

Library Book Fair
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We were absolutely delighted with the buzz "y
created in the library last week, when we held —
our first Scholastic book fair. We had lots of
students dropping in to browse the selection
of books and stationery, with many buying
books for themselves or buying Christmas gifts
for others. And congratulations to the students
who won a £5 voucher to spend ...

Read more

KWS Vacancies

Here are our current vacancies:
Minibus Driver: https://mynewterm.com/jobs/145890/EDV-2025-KWS-50951

Head of Music: https://mynewterm.com/jobs/145890/EDV-2025-KWS-51457

Katherine Warington Association of Friends (KWAF)

If you would like to get involved and support your school's parents’ association, please email
kwaf@kwschool.co.uk or look out for updates on Facebook@kwafkws.
If you haven't already done so, please sign up and follow us!

If you have any requests regarding the KWAF second-hand uniform, please email
uniform.kwaf@kwschool.co.uk and not the main KWAF email.

Upcoming Events

Monday 8th to Friday 19th December - Year 13 Mock Exams
Friday 19th December - Last Day of Term (Early Finish 12.05pm)
Monday 22nd December to Friday 2nd January - Christmas Holidays
Monday 5th January - INSET DAY

Tuesday 6th January - A Christmas Carol Trip 1/2 Year 11
Thursday 8th January - Munich Residential Information Evening
Thursday 8th January - Year 7 Reports Home

Friday 9th January - A Christmas Carol Trip - 1/2 Year 11
Tuesday 13th January - Year 12 Geography Field Trip
Wednesday 14th January - Sixth Form Open Evening

Thursday 15th January - Year 10 CISCO Workshop

Thursday 15th January - Year 10 Reports Home

Tuesday 20th January - GCSE Maths In Action Trip Year 10
Tuesday 20th January - Year 11 Synagogue Trip 1/2 Year
Tuesday 20th January - Year 7 Parents Evening

Wednesday 21st January - Year 11 Synagogue Trip 1/2 Year
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Thursday 22nd January - Year 13 Reports Home
Monday 26th January - Intermediate Maths Challenge
Tuesday 27th January - Year 8 KS4 Options Evening

Notices

Upcoming Trips

Keep your eyes peeled next week for our EW26 plan. Submissions will open after January!

Careers

We're pleased to invite you to the HOP Into Apprenticeships & T Levels — Hertfordshire Virtual
Careers Fair, a free online event designed to help you, and your child explore future career
pathways and training opportunities. Please register by Monday 19th January, 2026 for your free
ticket by clicking here. HOP into Apprenticeships and T Levels

What is the Virtual Careers Fair?

This free to attend event is for parents, carers, and students to explore apprenticeships and T
Levels. Visit different exhibitor rooms on a 10-minute rotation to learn about the programmes and
opportunities available from local employers, colleges, and training providers.

Why Attend?

This event offers many benefits, including:

¢ Free of charge to attend (fully funded by Hertfordshire Careers Hub)

¢ Find out more about apprenticeships and T Level programmes with local training providers
and colleges

e Hear directly from Hertfordshire employers about opportunities and the recruitment process
¢ Discover more about the skills and training provision being offered within Hertfordshire

¢ Select which breakout room you would like to hear from

Ask questions and gather information from the comfort of your own home

Who Should Attend?

This event is open to all parents and carers but will be particularly useful for those supporting
children in Years 10, 11, 12 and 13. Students in these year groups are also welcome to attend.
Book Your Place Today HOP into Apprenticeships and T Levels

Spaces are limited, so we encourage you to book early to avoid missing out. Take this opportunity
to discover inspiring career pathways and learn more about how to support your child’s next steps.

Read the attendee guidance ahead of the event to help you prepare.
Please register by Monday 19th January, 2026 for your free ticket by clicking here. HOP into
Apprenticeships and T Levels
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Further info here: The Hertfordshire Virtual Careers Fair for parents and carers
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Worried about exams?

Confused about career
options? Wondering what

comes next? Soft skills made simple

Application & interview help

We've got your back.
SEND support for parents
Get free, quarterly updates
full of expert advice, tips, and
guidance to help your child
make confident decisions

about their future. {&2) Live job opportunities

- Real success stories

1) Sign Up Today!

Get practical, no-nonsense advice straight to
your inbox — plus your free guide:
"10 Tips to Help Your Child Find Their Career Path”

getmyfirstjob.co.uk

Non KWS Events/Publicity

Happy camps
Click here for more info
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s are back this winter!

County Council I5 once again launching its free winter activity camps for children and young peopie in Hertfordshire

olday actity camps return for the festive break, providing eligible children and young people with the chance to meet friends, learm new skilis and enjoy nuinbious foed
s are for children and young people (Reception to Year 11) who attend a Hertfordshire school and are in raceipt of banefits-related free school masals.

ogramma is funded by Hertfordshire County Council and the Department of Education {DIE) via the government’s Hofiday Activity and Food programme and coordinated by He
srship and the Hertfordshire Community Foundation.
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CHRISTMAS FESTIVE CHRISTMAS
WREATH MAKING AFTERNOON TEA LUNCHES

Sun 7th December Sun 21st December Fri 21st November -
From 11.00am 1.00pm - 3.00pm Tues 23rd December

E60.00 per person E35.00 per person From £29.00 peradult
(incl. tea/coffee & cake) From E17.50 per child From £12.95 per child

PLUS MANY MORE FESTIVE EVENTS & CELEBRATIONS
HAPPENING THROUGHOUT DECEMBER...

Scan the QR code to book your place online and secure your spot at our
next Christmas event before spaces fill up.

o CONTACT US NOWTO
10% OFF BOOK YOUR EVENT

YOU QUOTE 'SCHOOL'S OUT PHONE 01582 760 112

CHRISTMAS BOOKINGS WHEN

he SRl il B a EMAIL info@aldwickburyparkgolfclub.co.uk

Army Cadets

Register at https://armycadets.com/


https://armycadets.com/

& BE MORE ADVENTUROUS! @b

Ever wondered what it's like to be part of the Army Cadets? Mow’s your chance to find out!

Join us on a Monday Evening:
<1 1900hrs — 21000hrs
¥ Waldegrave Park, Harpenden, ALS 55F

["] Meet the team
"] See what we do
["J Find out how ¥YOU can get involved

Whether you're looking to build confidence, leam new skills, or just take on your next big adventure — this is where it staris. «”

@ Reaqister your interest @ hitps /farmycadets com/
or just drop in on the night!

Frogmore Foodbank
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www.stalbansdistrict.foodbank.org.uk

St Albans & District Foodbank

01727 613019

info@stalbansdistrict.foodbank.org.uk
0 @StAlbansDistrictFB @ @st_a_and_dist_foodbank

St Albans & District

Foodbank

Together with Trussell
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Normal hours resume from Friday 2" January

If you are unable to get a foodbank voucher, please attend
anyway and one will be issued.

For more info call us on 01727 613019 or email
info@stalbansdistrict.foodbank.org.uk
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Children's Well being Practitioner Workshops



INHS

Hertfordshire Community
NHS Trust

Children’s Wellbeing Practitioner Workshops
January — March 2026

Workshops are open to all young people & parents/carers of children and young people who attend a school

or are registered with a GP in Hertfordshire. A referral is not needed to access a workshop.

All workshops are currently being delivered online via Microsoft Teams. For more
information about what each workshop covers and to book a place onto a workshop, visit
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/hct-childrens-wellbeing-practitioners-33494371787

Workshop

Date & Time

Emotional Wellbeing (For Young People 11-16)
A workshop focused on adolescents managing their emotional
wellbeing and things parents/carers can do to help.

Thursday 22" January 6-8 pm
Thursday 12" March 6-8 pm

Adolescent Self-Esteem and Resilience
A workshop focused on adolescents improving their self-
esteem and resilience and what parents/carers can do to help.

Tuesday 27" January 6-8 pm
Tuesday 3™ March 6-8 pm

Supporting your Child’s Self-Esteem and Resilience
A workshop focused on parents/carers supporting their child
to improve their self-esteem and resilience.

Tuesday 24" February 10-12 pm

Supporting with Sleep Difficulties
This workshop focuses on supporting children and adolescents
with managing their sleep difficulties and things parents/carers
can do to help.

Tuesday 3™ February 6-8 pm

Developing your Child’s Emotional Literacy
A workshop focused on parents supporting their child with
developing emotional literacy.

Thursday 8" January 6-8 pm
Tuesday 10" February 10-12 pm
Tuesday 24" March 6-8 pm

General Emotional Wellbeing and Regulation Tips for
Parents/Carers
A workshop focused on parents supporting their child’s
general emotional wellbeing and ability to emotionally
regulate.

Tuesday 13'" January 10-12 pm
Thursday 19" February 6-8 pm
Wednesday 18" March 10-12 am

To access the recorded Emotionally Based School Avoidance Webinar please visit:
https://www.hct.nhs.uk/service-details/service/childrens-wellbeing-practitioners-21/

BeeZee
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Hertfordshire Community
NHS Trust




Beezee
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You dont need a new year to start new habits
- : . * ! ;g
Start small, start now! __

Sign up to one of our free healthy lifestyle services today to
kickstart your health goals for 2026 and beyond.
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- Free, fun, family-focused - 13-17 year olds can talk h@ mwy
support about topics that matter to - Free support for families
- Learn about healthy eating them with children aged 0-5 years
- Get moving more - Learn about physical, - Explore parenting and
- Connect with other families mental and sodal wellbeing healthy lifestyle tips
- One-to-one support also - Get free health resources - Chance to make new friends
available! - Join a safe space. - Free toolkit provided.
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Start making
hrt.maximusuk.co.uk | S LB TODAY

@ BZBinfo@maximusuk.co.uk
Click me to E

find out more Hertfordshire

01707 248 648
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Harpenden Gang Show

Get your tickets here


https://everyonetheatres.com/whats-on/harpenden-and-wheathampstead-district-gang-show-2026/

Longest running Gang Show returns for 76" Show in 2026 with new Show Director
tted Harpenden & Wheathampstead Gang Show is retuming to the Eric Morecambe Centre in Harpenden from the 13 to 17t of January 2026.

ake to the stage for their record 76™ show, 150 local beavers, cubs, scouts, and explorers have been rehearsing since September for the upcoming performance. And this year is a special year, as the show is unc
ni Becca Leigh

eathampstead Gang Show is a hugely popular event in the scouting and local community calendar. Through music, dance, sketches and singing, this variety show brings smiles and laughter to a sell-out audienct
. you'll have to be quick to bag yours before the show in January

ir, the songs and themes in the show are a closely guarded secret known by only the cast and creative team. There is, however, added excitement for the 2026 show with the debut of new Show Director, Becca L
new Musical Director.

Ewan Murray directed his final show in 2025, after a tremendous 37-year involvement with the show.
+ show herself and directing choreography in recent years, Becca Leigh is stepping into the role of Show Director with a refreshed vision for the show.
bout Harpenden & Wheathampstead Gang Show, Becca Leigh said: ‘For me, Gang Show is special because of the people and energy that is put into the show. We have a huge team of volunteers off stage, as

stage. Everyone’s energy and commitment to the show is what makes me proud to be taking on the role of Show Director this year. Gang Show is always the greatest week of the year for me, and | look forward t
2026. You're in for a treat.’

-of the bend for 28 years, Graham Thomson is taking on the role of Musieal Director this year He has said. Taking over fram Ewan will be big shoes to fll, but after my 2B-year apprenticeship, | feel ready to tak
d 10 the show in January and for getling the kids to sing even more hamonies this yeart’

& Harpenden & Wheathampatead Geng Show has involved more than 2000 young people. But it i not just those an stege that get the show ready for shaw week There are over 100 adull volunteers including Si
snt and past Scauts behind the scenea. From charsagraphy to set design, 2ound to wardrobe, the work of the volunears is essential in ensuring that the preduction runa smaoothly.

1y inttistives, Harpendan & Wheathampstead Gang Show ralses cansiderablz funds for the Hertfordshine Scouting District. This funding allowes the disbict to continue providing unique experences for handreds of
1 Alzo, £1.000 s donated vearly to a local charlty, nominated by ane of the Gang, who has a personal connection bo the charity. This year, the cas! and crew are proud 1o be supporting Hers Young Carers

been underway since Seplember this year and after the succesas of a recent parfoimance al Herpenden Christmaa Carnival, the cast are exclted 1o be getling nearer to curtain up

wating for? Hearwarming sing-aleng numbers, comady sketches and a treal for the new yesr awsit Get your tickets for the 78U Harpenden & Wheathampatead Cang Show in 2028 now. hitps Veveryonethestres
f-wheathampstead-district-qang.show-2026/

Harpenden Plus



Family Support Worker
Location: Harpenden (travel around the local area, some homeworking)
Contract: Part time, 30 hours per week worked across 4 or 5 days, term time only

The Harpenden Plus Partnership of Schools is seeking a compassionate, skilled and proactive Family Support Worker to
join our dedicated and awarding winning team on a term-time only basis. The team works closely alongside 23 schools to
support local families, and this highly valued role invalves providing practical, emotional and targeted support to childran,
young people, and their families.

As a Family Support Worker, you will:

¢ Build trusting relaticnships with families and provide early help to address their diverse and challenging needs;

+ Offer practical support with routines, boundaries, paositive discipline, behaviour management, parenting strategies,
financial hardship and accessing specialist services;

o Work collaboratively with families to complete assessments, identify needs, develop bespoke, outcome-focused
support plans, and monitor progress in their home or school;

o Deliver evidence-based interventions and emotional well-being courses for children and parents/carers;

¢ Liaise effectively with a wide range of external professionals, including working closely with local schools, health,
social care and voluntary organisations to ensure a coordinated, multi-agency approach to family support;

¢  Act as the lead professional on FFAs and in TAFs for a caseload of families, recognising potential safeguarding
concerns and escalating them appropriately in line with local multi-agency safeguarding procedures.

¢ Maintain accurate, confidential case notes and ensure safeguarding is at the heart of your work;

The role will be based in our office at Saungey Wood Primary school for 30 hours per week and the successful applicant
will need to commit to occasional flexible working. We offer a supportive, friendly team environment with regular
supervision. For more information, please visit www.teachinherts.com or to discuss the post in more detail contact Helen
Eifzakerly on 07908 459540 or hfitzakerly@saunceywood.herts.sch.uk

Closing date for applications: 12th January 2026 via Teach in Herts www.teachinherts.com & initial
interviews for early applicants on the morning of Wednesday, 17™ December 2025.
We reserve the right fo close this vacancy early should sufficient applications be received.

Sauncey Wood Primary School is committed to safequarding children and young people. All post holders are subject to a satisfactory
enhanced Disclosure and Barring (DBS) check and reference and medifal pre-employment checks,

PLAY Putt



OPENING HOURS

S - M 12 pm - 100

) /  Fri & Sat 12pm - Npe
PRICES

WWW.PLAYPUTT.CO.UNK
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https://www.facebook.com/KatherineWaringtonSchool/
https://www.facebook.com/KatherineWaringtonSchool/
https://twitter.com/KWSHarpenden
https://twitter.com/KWSHarpenden
https://www.instagram.com/kwschoolharpenden/
https://www.instagram.com/kwschoolharpenden/
https://kwschool.co.uk/?mailpoet_page=subscriptions&mailpoet_router&endpoint=subscription&action=confirm_unsubscribe&data=eyJwcmV2aWV3IjoxfQ

