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Heads up

Dear KWS Family,

I am delighted to share some of the wonderful activities and achievements happening in and
around our school as we continue to build a thriving and engaging environment for our students.

We recently welcomed MP Victoria Collins to KWS during UK Parliament Week. She spent valuable
time speaking with our Student Council and engaging with prospective Politics students, offering
insightful perspectives on the democratic process and the role of a Member of Parliament.
The process to elect our new student leadership is well underway. We have had a fantastic
response, with 14 applicants who have presented to both staff and students as part of our rigorous
hustings process. Voting is taking place now, and there is great excitement to see who will be voted
as our new Head Students for 2025/2026. This process is a crucial part of developing leadership
and civic responsibility within our school.

This is a critical term for our Year 13 students as they move into the final stages of their school
careers and prepare for their summer examinations. Our students are now diligently preparing for
their crucial mocks, which are fast approaching. To provide essential support during this intensive
period, we recently held a vital Consultation Evening for our Year 13 students and their families.
This event provided an excellent forum for detailed discussions about academic progress, revision
strategies, and planning for their next steps. A sincere thank you to all the parents and carers who
took the time to attend. Your continued collaboration and support for our students at home is
absolutely invaluable as they navigate the demands of their final year.

I had the pleasure of watching some truly great performances from our Year 10 Performing Arts
BTEC students as they prepared for their upcoming assessment. The talent on display in both acting
and dance was exceptional. A huge thank you to the parents who came along to watch and show
their support for these dedicated students.



We were thrilled that our Year 7s enjoyed a wonderful performance of Romeo and Juliet by Anthony
Glen last week. Next week Anthony will be returning to provide our Year 9 students with a
production of Julius Caesar.

KWS continues to be at the heart of the community by hosting several events recently. We were
proud to host the Rotary Club Technology Tournament, fostering innovation and engineering skills
among young people. We also hosted the local primary schools' badminton tournament, welcoming
younger students to our excellent sporting facilities.
Hoping our students gain the most from the Occasional Day and looking forward to seeing them
recharged and ready to go, when we return on Monday.

Have a great weekend.
David Martin
Headteacher

Absence Reporting

This is an important reminder that it is a parent/guardian's a key responsibility to report your child’s
absence by 8.30am on the first day of absence and every subsequent day thereafter.
Our preferred choice for absence reporting for on the day illness or medical appointments is via the
Arbor Parent Portal App (user guide is shown below) or to telephone the 24hr school absence line
on 01582 314800.

If the absence is a request for leave for a medical appointment or other reason in advance, please
email absence@kwschool.co.uk

When reporting absences please provide:
Your child’s name and form group and give as much detail as possible for the reason of absence,
avoiding terms such as ‘unwell’ or ‘under the weather’

If you fail to contact the school to inform us of your child's absence, or fail to respond to our
attempts to contact you, this will be referred to our safeguarding team who may consider it
appropriate to complete a safe and well check. The absence may also be classified as an
unauthorised absence.

When staff from both the attendance and safeguarding team take time out of their day to chase
families, it detracts from the support we can offer to students in school.
If you feel you would like support with your child’s attendance or wellbeing, please do not hesitate
to contact their Head of Year.

If you wish to discuss anything further regarding attendance matters, then please contact Chrissy
Dicks or Katrina Linehan, Attendance Managers via the absence email address detailed above.
Reporting absences through the Arbor Parent Portal App

It is now possible to report on the day absences quickly and easily using the Arbor parent portal

mailto:absence@kwschool.co.uk


app.

Go to the home page of the Arbor app, click on the orange Quick Actions tab, click attendance, and
on the right-hand side you will see a green box, click ‘Log Absence’.

You can input a start and end time for the absence and type in the reason for the absence.

By default, the absence start and end times reflect the student’s full day, but these can be adjusted
as needed. Once you have filled in this data, click ‘Log Absence’ and this will be visible to the school
attendance team.

Mrs Dicks
Attendance Manager

We are currently accepting donations to support those who may need it at Christmas time this year.
Please bring donations to Miss McCormick in reception by Thursday 18th December.

Here are some examples of items we are accepting:
Crisps
Chocolate
Drinks - J20/ Shloer etc (anything non - alcoholic)
Crackers
Sweets
Cheese Straws
Mince Pies
Christmas Puddings
Selection boxes
Anything tinned or long life
Any other Christmas snacks

NO NUTS

House Points
This weeks house point winner are Keller. Congratulations!
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Rotary Technology Competition
On Wednesday 26th November 2025,
Katherine Warington School hosted 240
students, 60 teams, 12 schools and volunteers
all involved with Rotary Technology
Tournament. Rotary Technology Tournaments
are a challenging and enjoyable way for young
people to enrich their STEM learning (Science,
Technology, Engineering and Maths). The
young people, typically in teams of four, have
to solve an interactive technology-based task
…

Read more

Local MP and Vice President of the Liberal
Democrat Party visits Katherine Warington

Earlier this week, we were honoured to
welcome Victoria Collins MP, who represents
Harpenden and Berkhamsted, and is the
recently elected Vice President of her party. To
mark Parliament Week 2025, her talk offered a
clear and candid overview into the demanding
role of an MP and the wider workings of
Parliament. We enjoyed learning about the
functions and limits …

Read more

KWS Sports News
Well done to the Year 9 and 1o football teams on both successfully progressing into the 5th round
of the National Cup. Both sides have overcome challenging fixtures, including the Year 10s beating
last year's finalists, Aldenham. The 5th round is for the last 64 schools in the country still in the
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competition, so the challenge will be great. We …

Read more

Friendship boxes
Interact club members would like to say a
massive thank you to everyone who donated
items for the friendship boxes. The boxes have
left KWS and are on their way to Ukraine
(hopefully in time for Christmas).

Read more

Cyberchoice assembly
On Wednesday this week, Chen from
Hertfordshire Police Cyber Fraud team visited
KWS to deliver some important messages to
year 7 regarding Cyber choices and online
safety. Students learnt that thousands of
pounds were lost as a result of reported fraud
in Hertfordshire. There were reminders for
students on how to protect themselves against
cyber threats. Students were shown the …

Read more

Book Fair in the Library
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As many people start to look forward to the
festive season, here in the library we have one
main focus for the approaching month of
December, and it isn’t decorations, presents or
mince pies - although all of those will
definitely still feature at some point this
month. But for the library staff, December is
all about The Book Fair! …

Read more

Dragons Apprentice Quiz Night
You and your family are invited to a fun,
family-friendly Christmas Quiz to help raise
money for our charity, The Blue Tangerine
Federation. There will be food, drinks, and a
raffle on the night. The winning quiz team will
take home a £40 Waffle House voucher! Raffle
prizes include a £25 Farr Brew voucher and a
Bar Azita voucher. There …

Read more

National Gallery Trip
On Tuesday, the Art department and our Year
12 and 13 students enjoyed a highly
successful and inspiring visit to the National
Gallery in London. The day began with the
students immersing themselves in the gallery's
expansive collection. The National Gallery has
over 2,300 significant pieces of European
painting, spanning from the mid-13th century
through to 1900. Our students were …

Read more

Oaklands College Trip
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Oaklands College recently opened their doors
to Year 11 students from across the local area
for their annual school events: The School
Explorers.  These events give students the
opportunity to participate in a session in their
chosen curriculum area, enjoy a campus tour
and listen to a presentation delivered by the
Oaklands College Senior Leadership Team.
Feedback from the students …

Read more

Senior Maths Challenge
In November, a number of our A-level maths
students and Y11 further maths students
participated in the senior maths challenge, a
UK wide competition. They achieved a huge
number of awards ranging from bronze, to
silver and gold.  4 students also advanced to
the Kangaroo follow on round, and one
advanced to the British mathematical
Olympiad round 1. Well done …

Read more
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Revision Support

KWS Vacancies
Minibus driver: https://mynewterm.com/jobs/145890/EDV-2025-KWS-50951

Katherine Warington Association of Friends (KWAF)
If you would like to get involved and support your school's parents’ association, please email
kwaf@kwschool.co.uk or look out for updates on Facebook@kwafkws.
If you haven’t already done so, please sign up and follow us!

If you have any requests regarding the KWAF second-hand uniform, please email
uniform.kwaf@kwschool.co.uk and not the main KWAF email.

Upcoming Events
Friday 28th November - Occasional Day
Monday 1st to Friday 5th December - Year 9 Options Change
Tuesday 2nd to Friday 5th December - Book Fair Break/Lunch/After school
Thursday 4th December - Year 11 Reports Issued
Thursday 4th December - Year 9 Shakespeare Performance Day
Thursday 4th December - Year 11 Mock Results Afternoon
Monday 8th to Friday 19th December - Year 13 Mock Exams
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Friday 19th December - Last day of term (Early finish 12:05pm)
Monday 22nd December to Friday 2nd January - Christmas Holidays
Monday 5th January - INSET DAY
Tuesday 6th January - A Christmas Carol Trip 1/2
Thursday 8th January - Munich Residential Information Evening
Thursday 8th January - Year 7 Reports Issued
Friday 9th January - A Christmas Carol Trip 1/2 Year 11
Tuesday 13th January - Year 12 Geography Field Trip
Wednesday 14th January - 6th Form Open Evening
Thursday 15th January - Year 10 CISCO Workshop
Thursday 15th January - Year 10 Reports Issued
Tuesday 20th January - GCSE Maths In Action Trip
Tuesday 20th January - Year 13 Reports Issued
Thursday 22nd January - Year 13 Reports Home
Monday 26th January - Intermediate Maths Challenge
Tuesday 27th January - Year 8 KS4 Options Evening

Notices

Careers

Firstjob - Parents Evening



HOP Into Apprenticeships & T Levels – Hertfordshire Virtual Careers Fair

Success at school
Sign up via these links:

Thursday 4th December
Tuesday 9th December

Non KWS Events/Publicity

Revision Masterclasses
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Kings Chamber Orchestra - The Light Fantastic



St Albans Symphony Orchestra
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