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Heads up
Dear KWS family,

It has been a truly fantastic start to the new academic year at KWS. The first weeks have been
filled with energy, enthusiasm, and a real sense of purpose. It has been a joy to welcome our
students back into the classrooms and see the corridors buzzing with activity once again.
I want to take a moment to celebrate the incredible achievements of our students in their summer
exams. We are delighted to report another outstanding set of results, with our students once again
performing above the national average for all accountability measures. These results are a
testament to the hard work and dedication of our students and staff.

This year, we're particularly excited about our new initiatives aimed at fostering both academic
excellence and personal growth. This will be driven by our KWS Character Education Curriculum.

Our teachers have been busy planning engaging lessons and creative projects that will challenge
and inspire our students throughout the year. Beyond the classroom, our extracurricular clubs and
sports teams are already up and running, providing so many opportunities for students to explore
their passions and develop new skills. In addition our period 7 offering will start on 22nd
September, with more options than ever before on offer. We believe that true education goes
beyond grades, and we are committed to providing a rich environment where every student can
thrive.

Our KWSixth Form continues to go from strength to strength, and we're thrilled to see a significant
increase in the number of students joining us this year. This growth highlights the excellent
reputation of our Sixth Form and the high-quality education and support we provide. We're excited
to see what this talented group of students will achieve.

Our new Year 7 students have settled in wonderfully, and it's been great to see them making new
friends and navigating their new environment with confidence. Our returning students have also
stepped back into their routines with admirable focus, setting a positive example for all.
We are so incredibly proud of the hard work and positive attitude our students have already shown.
The early weeks of a school year are crucial for setting the tone, and we couldn't be more pleased
with the start we've had. We are confident that this is going to be a year of significant growth,



learning, and achievement for all of our students.

Finally, a huge congratulations to the students and Miss Barnard who embarked on the incredible
school Ecuador trip over the summer. It was an unforgettable journey, providing a truly unique
opportunity for our students to experience new cultures, push their boundaries, and create lasting
memories.

Thank you for your continued partnership and support. We look forward to working with you to help
your children reach their full potential.

Have a great weekend.
David Martin
Headteacher

House Points
This weeks house point winner are Nightingale. Congratulations!



View All News

New Year 12 Cohort
This week, we were proud to welcome our
new Year 12 cohort, marking a milestone as
Katherine Warington becomes a full school.
Our Year 12 students have already
demonstrated an impressive attitude and
strong work ethic in their first few days,
making an excellent first impression. We
extend a particularly warm welcome to those
students who have joined us from …

Read more

Welcome Back to the Library
Welcome back to all our students from the
KWS Library Team. We hope everyone had a
relaxing and enjoyable summer, and that
everyone has settled back into school life
quickly and happily. We thought we would use
this newsletter to remind our users of the
services we provide, our opening hours and
our facilities. Our library caters for all students
…

Read more

Great North Run - Completed it!
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The morning air in Newcastle was a crisp mix
of anticipation and nerves. My number was
pinned, my laces were double-knotted, I had
all the gadgets needed. Some would say, “all
the gear and no idea”. I was just one of
thousands, but for my Dad and I, this was
more than a race; it was a mission. Each
stride …

Read more

Attendance Rewards, Review & Absence
Reporting Procedures

Attendance Rewards, Review & Absence
Reporting Procedures As a school, we place
great importance on attendance and expect
that all our students will achieve an
attendance level of at least 96% each
academic year. Parents have a legal
responsibility to ensure their child attends
school regularly and punctually. Any student
with an attendance figure below 90% is
defined nationally as …

Read more

School Trampolining Squad

Our school Trampolining Squad are looking forward to a fantastic year ahead, starting off with trials
for new members next Friday and the first round of Hertfordshire School’s Competitions in
November. We also have really exciting news, as the squad are busy planning a ‘Bounce off’
fundraiser where they will attempt to keep the trampoline in motion for a set amount of hours.
(Date tbc, so watch this space!) In the meantime, a Crowdfunder page has been set up so we can
begin to raise money for much needed trampoline and gymnastics equipment that can also be used

https://kwschool.co.uk/great-north-run-completed-it/
https://kwschool.co.uk/great-north-run-completed-it/
https://kwschool.co.uk/great-north-run-completed-it/
https://kwschool.co.uk/attendance-rewards-review-absence-reporting-procedures-2/
https://kwschool.co.uk/attendance-rewards-review-absence-reporting-procedures-2/
https://kwschool.co.uk/attendance-rewards-review-absence-reporting-procedures-2/


by the whole school to enrich PE lessons. Please take a moment to look at our Crowdfunder page
and don’t forget to Gift Aid if you can. What’s doubly exciting is that Sports England have already
seen our page and have emailed to say that our fundraising initiative ticks their boxes for widening
sports enrichment to children and have said that we are in for a chance to have any money raised
matched by them! We appreciate your support.
Many thanks from Jo Day, Lara Washburn-Trampoline Coach

KWS Vacancies
Exam Invigilator: https://mynewterm.com/jobs/145890/EDV-2025-KWS-25783

Katherine Warington Association of Friends (KWAF)

https://mynewterm.com/jobs/145890/EDV-2025-KWS-25783


If you would like to get involved and support your school's parents’ association, please email
kwaf@kwschool.co.uk or look out for updates on Facebook@kwafkws.
If you haven’t already done so, please sign up and follow us!

If you have any requests regarding the KWAF second-hand uniform, please email
uniform.kwaf@kwschool.co.uk and not the main KWAF email.

Upcoming Events
Friday 12th September - Early finish 12.05 in preparation for Open Morning
Saturday 13th September - Open Morning
Monday 15th September - INSET DAY - NO STUDENTS IN SCHOOL
Tuesday 16th September - Year 10 Parents Information Evening
Monday 22nd September - Period 7 Block 1 Starts
Monday 22nd September - Year 12 Dragons Apprentice Launch
Thursday 25th September - UKMT Mathematics Competition for Girls
Thursday 25th September - Year 7 Parents Evening
Saturday 27th September to Wednesday 1st October - Year 10 Spanish Trip
Monday 29th September - Flu Jabs 1/2
Tuesday 30th September - Year 12 Parents Information Evening
Tuesday 2nd October - Year 11 Geography Field Trip
Monday 6th to Friday 17th October - Year 9 Option Change Window
Wednesday 8th October - Year 12 Born With Teeth Theatre Trip
Thursday 9th October - Senior Maths Challenge
Thursday 9th October - Year 12 Reports Issued
Tuesday 14th October - The Woman in Black Theatre Trip
Wednesday 15th October - Flu Jabs 2/2
Thursday 16th October - Year 7 Reports Issued
Thursday 16th October - Year 11 Parents Evening
Monday 20th October to Friday 24th October - Bikeability Year 7
Thursday 23rd October - Year 11 Bank of England Trip
Thursday 23rd October - DofE Bronze Training Twilight
Monday 27th October to Friday 31st October - HALF TERM

Notices

Trip update:
Dear KWS Parents and Guardians,

We are excited to announce that the KWS trips department is launching a new software system
called Evolve to manage all school trips. This new platform will streamline the entire trip process,
making it easier for you to stay informed, handle paperwork, and manage payments.

With Evolve, you'll be able to:
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View all available trips in one place.

Make secure online payments.

Complete and submit consent forms digitally.

Join waitlists for popular trips.

Evolve also comes with a mobile app, which you can download by searching for "MyEvolve" on your
phone's app store. For staff, the system will help us keep students safer and ensure all trip logistics
run as smoothly as possible.

Important Notes:
Any trips launched last year, such as the Spanish Residential, Manor Adventure, and China 2026,
will continue to be managed through Arbor. All new trips will use the Evolve system.
To get started, please use the link below to register your account. Be sure to use the same email
address that you use for Arbor. This will automatically link your account to your students.

Registration Link:
https://evolve.edufocus.co.uk/myevolve/setup.asp?id=KWSTrips

We are confident that this new system will greatly improve the experience for everyone involved in
our school trips. If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to reach out.

Sincerely,
The KWS Trips Department

Non KWS Events/Publicity

Child Sexual Exploitation information from HALO

https://evolve.edufocus.co.uk/myevolve/setup.asp?id=KWSTrips


Stage Coach

At Stagecoach Harpenden, we teach kids to express their emotions freely through acting, singing,
and dancing. This safe space helps children understand and share their feelings, building emotional
intelligence and gaining friendships that lasts a lifetime. Confidence in our classes, resilience in life!

Our Autumn term starts next weekend but there is still a chance for your child to join in the fun!
Two week trials are still available in 90-minute sessions for 4-6 yr olds and 3 hour sessions for 7-16
yr olds! Classes are held on Fridays and Saturdays during term time at SJL School.

Call Principal, Liz, on 07793206846 or head to stagecoach.co.uk/harpenden to book your child’s
place today!

http://stagecoach.co.uk/harpenden


Harpenden Food and Drink Festival



Nip in the Bud



Supporting Links Workshops







The Great St Albans Challenge



Apple Fest - Highfield Oval
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