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Message from Chair of Trustees

For those few of you who may have missed my letter sent earlier this week, please find below a

copy of my communication from the 14th June 2023.



Dear parents/carers

I write to outline some changes to our Katherine Warington School Senior Leadership Team for the

next school year.

Tony Smith will be taking up a new role as Executive Director with a focus on the next phase of our

journey - the KWS Sixth Form. Tony will be using his expertise and experience of school leadership

to create our new, ambitious, forward thinking learning environment for 16-18 year old students in

Harpenden in conjunction with Assistant Head Chris Laing. On behalf of the entire KWS community,

I would like to thank Tony for the nine years he has been associated with establishing KWS and for

his unwavering commitment and dedication to KWS as our founding Headteacher.

I am pleased to announce that David Martin has accepted the role of Acting Headteacher with

responsibility for years 7-11. David has been with KWS since September 2020. In his role as Deputy

Headteacher he has been a key part of the school’s success to date. David is looking forward to

leading the school with the full support of Tony, the KWS Senior Leadership Team, our staff,

students, families and Trustees.

Tony is planning to retire when we have opened our Sixth Form; the Trust Board will fill the position

of Headteacher permanently with an open Headteacher recruitment process, to take place in the

next academic year.

Please join me in congratulating both David and Tony on their new roles which will take effect from

September 2023.

Yours sincerely

Jenny Howarth
Chair of Trustees



I am sure there will be lots of opportunities to reflect on and celebrate Tony's career at KWS and

what he has achieved, before he winds down to retirement at the end of next year.

Heads up

The fine weather continued as we began exam week for Years 7-9 this week. As a hay fever

sufferer, it is a reminder that all my exams were sat with me trying not to rub my eyes or constantly

sneeze. It's not the best look and certainly adds another level of challenge. However, I have to

report that all our students seem to be handling the circumstances and the pressures that come

with exams. If you are well prepared then they tend to go well. The adage 'fail to prepare then

prepare to fail' is never too far away from teachers' thoughts at this time of year.

As the students in school have faced exam week, our Year 10 students have participated in their

first work experience week (there will be another opportunity in Year 12). Staff have either visited

the workplaces or contacted them by phone and the general picture is that many of the students

are throwing themselves into the opportunities. These opportunities are rather varied and there was

a vast range for students to select, from graphic design to car repairs, banking to equestrian work. I

would like to thank Gosling Creative, Porsche, Bank of America and Sandridgebury Equestrian

Riding School and all the companies and businesses that have offered our students the opportunity

to taste the experience of earning a living.

Just before the Year 10s went on work experience week, they had the opportunity to sit through a

talk and fire questions to Jason Tarry the CEO of Tesco UK. It was an enlightening hour and some

of our students questions showed real thought and depth as they asked Mr Tarry about Tesco's

approach to the environment and ethical trading as well as the equity rationale behind Tesco's Club

Card and price discounts. It isn't every day that young people are given the opportunity to question

the head of the largest commercial employer in the UK. Well done to everyone involved.

While the good weather can be enjoyable, if you are carrying a heavy backpack and walking for a

minimum of 3 hours for your Duke of Edinburgh bronze award, as 70 of our Year 9 students did at



the weekend, the hot weather is not the ideal. All of them survived the ordeal and many of them

actually enjoyed the challenge and the experience. Good luck to our Year 10 silver participants in a

couple of weeks time.

A couple of achievements of note. Our PE department received the Schools Games Gold Mark which

reflects the range and frequency of sports competitions and events that the PE department facilitate

for our students to participate in during lessons and as extra curriculum opportunities. Our six

students who attended the local inter school debate competition with the other Harpenden

secondary schools did exceptionally well as they debated such issues as 'Is the internet making us

stupid', 'Should we have a manned mission to Mars' and the acceleration of students based on

academic success to move up in years faster than their calendar birthday so 'Stage not Age' .

Congratulations to Flo and Sophie in Year 8 who won their debate. It has been such a great

experience to participate in the vibrant debates with the other schools. Thank you SJL for hosting

this round.

Tony Smith
Headteacher

House Points

This weeks house point winners are Franklin. Congratulations!



View All News

PE Update

Wednesday concluded the athletics season

with our final County meet at Stevenage. In a

similar vein to previous meets, all students

conducted themselves fantastically well. Miss

Mountford and Mr Alexander are very proud of

all students who have committed and

improved week after week. Lots of the

students have tried new events and run,

jumped and thrown some impressive times …

Read more

KWS Sixth Form Parents Consultation Evening

https://kwschool.co.uk/news/
https://kwschool.co.uk/pe-update-7/
https://kwschool.co.uk/pe-update-7/


KWS Sixth form parents consultation evening

is being held on Tuesday 20th June at 7pm in

the main school hall. All parents of Year 9 and

10 students are welcome to attend to gain

information about the establishment of our

KWS sixth form as well as the opportunity to

speak to school leaders about the plans.

Please confirm your attendance, …

Read more

CEO of Tesco Talk with Year 10s

We were fortunate to be visited by Jason

Tarry, CEO for Tesco UK Operations to talk

about his career path and the variety of

opportunities at Tesco. All Year 10 students

attended this event, which was fantastically

run as a Q&A by our Head students. Students

heard about Tesco apprenticeships, work

ethic, sustainability at Tesco, and

diversity, amongst many other things. The …

Read more

KWS Fantasy Premier League

https://kwschool.co.uk/kws-sixth-form-parents-consultation-evening/
https://kwschool.co.uk/kws-sixth-form-parents-consultation-evening/
https://kwschool.co.uk/ceo-of-tesco-talk-with-year-10s/
https://kwschool.co.uk/ceo-of-tesco-talk-with-year-10s/


Congratulations to Alex C of 10 Franklin who has been crowned the KWS Fantasy Premier League

Champion for 2022-23! Jack S of 7 Franklin came second. In the KWS Fantasy Premier League

Champion Cup, Tapiwa M took the trophy and the House points. There were also House points

awarded to each Manager of the Month, so congratulations to Oli T …

Read more

KWS Vacancies

Science Technician

School trips coordinator

Lettings Assistants

Teacher of Science

Learning Support Assistant

Governance Professional

Katherine Warington Association of Friends (KWAF)

If you would like to get involved and support your school's parents’ association, please email

kwaf@kwschool.co.uk or look out for updates on Facebook@kwafkws. If you haven’t already

done so, please sign up and follow us!

If you have any requests regarding the KWAF second-hand uniform, please email

uniform.kwaf@kwschool.co.uk and not the main KWAF email.

Upcoming Events

Monday 19th June - Year 10 Macbeth Performance

Tuesday 20th June - Year 9 and 10 Parents - Initial Sixth Form Information Evening

Monday 26th June - Friday 30th June - Activities Week

Monday 3rd July - INSET DAY

https://kwschool.co.uk/kws-fantasy-premier-league/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/kwafkws
mailto:uniform.kwaf@kwschool.co.uk


Friday 7th July - Sunday 9th July - DofE Silver Expedition

Notices to Parents/Carers

Year7 Girls Only Sports Camps

Year 8 Whitby Trip

Important announcement

Lost Property

Non KWS Events/Publicity

Family Support Worker - Job advert



CSAIS Newsletter - Catchup sessions/Clinics



Cascade Camps



Summer Shorts 2023 - Senior and Junior Courses



Stanborough Park Watersports Centre



Baking Buddies
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