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Heads Up

When the sun comes out, KWS comes out to play or at least stages plays. Let's start with Shrek -

over 120 students involved in the production, either in the cast, the orchestra or the production

team. It was wonderfully inclusive and quite simply SPECIAL. I don't want to turn this into a typical

theatre billboard review full of one word superlatives but it was something to behold, something

every student who contributed should be very proud of and something the school supports and

acknowledges as a key strength in our extra curriculum offering to support our GCSE and future A

Level performing arts students. A TRIUMPH.

We then treated our Year 8 students to an in school performance of Romeo and Juliet. The students

watched and participated in another excellent piece imagined by Anthony Glenn. It was brilliant to

see so many students up on stage and involved, performing some of Shakespeare's most famous

lines. Finally for treading the boards, we had a Spanish play on Tuesday for our languages GCSE

Year 9 and 10 students. As it was all in Spanish, it was a test of understanding vocabulary and

inference in order to follow the plot. The students did admirably.

I was able to attend our SEN coffee morning last week when the SEN team talked through using a

piece of tech we have invested in. The Read and Write software is available to all students on their

Chromebooks but it offers specific help to those who struggle to recall definitions and key word



vocabulary, read standard text or write complex sentences. Parents seemed to think it would really

help to support children with additional learning needs. The coffee morning also provides an

excellent networking opportunity to meet and share parental experiences and chat to our SENCos

and SEN team.

You may have missed a recent report on the BBC earlier this week concerning the significant risks

with vapes. Vapes confiscated from students in a UK school were tested and found to have

worryingly high levels of lead, nickel and chromium in them. The Kidderminster school is not alone

in trying to convey to teenagers the risks involved with vaping. Please read the report, especially if

you think your child is susceptible to using illegal vapes. The testing showed children using them

could be inhaling more than twice the daily safe amount of lead, and nine times the safe amount of

nickel. High levels of lead exposure in children can affect the central nervous system and brain

development, according to the World Health Organization.

It was our Year 10 parents evening last night, face to face. It is more challenging to make the

appointments run to time but the real human interaction significantly helps communication. The

focus was the recent Year 10 mock exams and their reports and I am happy to say that for those

students who were willing to put in the time and effort to revise, their results reflect their

commitment. As we move into exam season with the rest of our year groups, it is a timely reminder

to review and revise work in small chunks, frequently. Our assemblies this week have focused on

revision technique and wellbeing. So revision and relaxation in half term would be the order of the

day.

Tony Smith
Headteacher

House Points

This weeks house point winner are Armstrong. Congratulations!
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Trustee News

Like the rest of the KWS community, the Trustees have had a busy half term. In addition to our

regular meetings and visits, we have been focusing on short & mid term goals for the school

https://kwschool.co.uk/news/


working with the Senior Leadership Team to reflect on where we are now and to look forward.

There are many exciting plans being put in place to enable school to continue to evolve & thrive.

We have enjoyed spending time in school this term getting to know staff and students better and to

see the whole school come together for Friday Celebration Assemblies. We thought Shrek was

fantastic - such an achievement, well done to all involved!

So, as we break for another bank holiday and the half term week, we would like to say thank you to

all staff, students and families for your ongoing support, enthusiasm and hard work. We look

forward to seeing you all in June; have a lovely break!

Jenny Howarth - Chair of Trustees

KWS Vacancies

Our current vacancy is:

Caretaker

Please keep an eye on mynewterm and our school website for any information regarding new

vacancies.

Katherine Warington Association of Friends (KWAF)

If you would like to get involved and support your school's parents’ association, please email

kwaf@kwschool.co.uk or look out for updates on Facebook@kwafkws. If you haven’t already

done so, please sign up and follow us!

If you have any requests regarding the KWAF second-hand uniform, please email

uniform.kwaf@kwschool.co.uk and not the main KWAF email.

Upcoming Events

Wednesday 7th June - Inter-School Debate - Year 8 to Year 10

Friday 9th June - Saturday 9th June - DofE Bronze Expedition

Monday 12th - Friday 16th June - Year 10 Work Experience Week

Monday 12th - Friday 16th June - Year 7, Year 8 and Year 9 Exams week

Thursday 15th June - Year 7 to Year 10 - Athletics all day champs at Woodside

Monday 19th June - Year 10 Macbeth Performance

Tuesday 20th June - Year 9 and Year 10 Parents - Initial Sixth Form Information Evening

Thursday 22nd and Friday 23rd June - Interhouse Sports

Notices to parents/carers

KS3 - End of Year Exams (Year 7, 8 and 9)

Lost Property

Non KWS Events/Publicity

https://www.facebook.com/groups/kwafkws
mailto:uniform.kwaf@kwschool.co.uk


James Marshall Foundation - Vacancy

Cascade Camps
We are very excited to announce that Cascade Camps Multi-Activity Camps will be

running their programmes at Katherine Warington School over the Summer Holidays in

2023.

They are running summer Early Bird Pricing until 28th May! Book early and get 10% off

summer bookings with code: SUMMER23

Cascade Camps runs Ofsted registered holiday camps for children aged 3-14 during all

school holidays. With Multi-Activity, Performing Arts, Theatre Workshop, Football, Artist's

Studio and even the Cascade CUBS (3–4-year-old programme), there is something for

everyone! At Cascade Camps, we strive to make camps fun, varied and safe for

everyone!

For more information or to book online, visit their website at www.cascadecamps.com or

you can give them a call if you'd rather speak to a member of their team 07395 087250.

2023 Dates:

Summer: 24 th July – 25 th August, Monday to Friday

At Cascade Camps, you’ll find:

 A programme for everyone! Multi-Activity, Performing Arts, Theatre, Football, Artist

Studio and Cascade CUBS (3–4-year-olds). Book the same programme for the whole

holiday or try a new one each day!

 Over 80 activities in our Multi-Activity programme!

 The standard camp day is 9:00am to 4:30pm with wrap around care available between



8:00am and 6:00pm.

 We accept childcare vouchers and tax-free childcare as full or part payment.

 We are Ofsted registered – quality programmes run by qualified, experienced, caring and

FUN staff.

Please visit www.cascadecamps.com for full details about all of their programmes or you

can call their friendly team on 07395 087250.

Here’s to Summer 2023!

Wheathampstead Sustainability Festival

Harpenden In Bloom 2023





St Albans Council - Information session



St Albans Half Marathon

Whitwell Athletic FC Trials
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