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Heads up

I'm eagerly anticipating the whole school production of Shrek and particularly enjoying the

announcements at briefing such as 'Would all the mythical creatures report to the hall for Period 7

please'. The hall has been rigged out for a fantastic (and tech enhanced) show which sees the first

dress rehearsal next week with some local junior school students as the audience. A few tickets to

the main shows are still available. Don't miss out.

Despite the weather, lots of our students have been put through their Bikeability certificates this

week. Lots of soggy children due to the rain but glad to report lots of success and no injuries. It’s

good to see the bike racks at school filling up as the weather gets warmer.

We 'hosted' the Herts Athletics League event this week in Stevenage. Congratulations to all of our

students who participated. For the results and more, please see the PE section below.

A trio of trips occurred in the last week involving a variety of students. The Brilliant Club visited

Kings College in London and were presented with their graduation certificates for successfully

completing the course; our GCSE computing students went on a History of Computing trip to

Bletchley where they attended workshops on the history of computers, A.I. and the impact of the

enigma machines in the Second World War. Our Year 9 life-skills students were welcomed and put



through their paces backstage at the giant Tesco in Hatfield where they had a mock job interview,

talked to the section managers and got a tour of the storage and distribution centre. We also look

forward to welcoming Jason Tarry, CEO of Tesco in the UK who is coming in to address all of our

Year 10 students as part of our careers programme shortly after half term. Our Year 10 students

then go out on their first work experience placements to get a real feel of what work entails. Finally,

it was the Duke of Edinburgh silver level practice in Chesham last weekend. Again, lots of rain but

lots of determination and resilience on display. For more on these trips, please see below.

Our Year 10 students have been receiving their mock results this week and reports will be issued

shortly leading up to an in-person parents evening before half term. As much as on-line parent

evenings hit the mark for convenience, we intend to move to more face-to-face parent meetings

going forward for all year groups. On-line was identified by both parents and staff as one 'keep'

coming out of the pandemic. However, it does not help to build effective relationships between

teachers and parents as much as face-to-face contact does. We will still try to facilitate feedback if a

parent cannot attend for valid reasons such as family illness.

We concluded our annual student survey this afternoon. All students across the four-year groups

had the opportunity to answer questions about their time and experience at KWS and comment

further on aspects that they enjoy or concern them. We have routinely completed a parent survey

each year and then invited parents into KWS to share the results. The survey questions have been

based around the questions that Ofsted ask parents when they inspect a school. As we are

anticipating an Ofsted visit at some stage in the next 12 months and as part of that we would ask

parents to complete the survey, it feels like we would be duplicating the process to do our own

survey this term. Hence, we have set up an email address for parents/carers to give the school any

feedback that they wish. This would not replace or supersede any direct email contact with

individual staff members such as your child's form teacher.

The email address is feedback@kwschool.co.uk and they will be delivered to the Senior

Leadership Team.

Tony Smith
Headteacher

Sixth Form Consultation Evening

I am writing to inform you of the sixth form consultation evening which will be taking place on

Tuesday 20th June for year 9 and 10 parents/carers. This is an important evening, through which

you will be given some key information regarding sixth form courses and opportunities as we look

forward to opening the sixth form in September 2024. Our parents are key stakeholders and as well

as gaining important information you will also have the opportunity to ask questions about the sixth

form opening and to discuss the plans with our senior leaders.

The event will start at 7pm in the main school hall and run until 8:30pm.

mailto:feedback@kwschool.co.uk


Please confirm your attendance so we have an estimate of numbers (Students will have assemblies

to provide them with information and are not expected to attend).

Many thanks

Mr Laing

Silver Duke of Edinburgh

Last weekend, 31 Year 10 students took part in their Silver Duke of Edinburgh practice expedition in

the Chiltern Hills. Arriving on Friday evening the students pitched their tents, cooked dinner and

enjoyed a warm, sunny evening before settling down for the night.

On Saturday students took part in a short training navigation practice and were then expected to by

self sufficient for the rest of the day in order to prepare for their expedition in July.

On Sunday it was down to the students to navigate back from the campsite to Chesham train

station following a given route by the instructors.

Despite the very wet weather on the Saturday all students worked extremely well together, kept

morale high, had a great time and are looking forward to the assessed expedition 7th-9th July.

Well done to all.

Mrs Freeman

House Points

This weeks house point winners are Armstrong . Congratulations!
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HfL Maths Challenge

Congratulations to Gabriella D, Sofia D, Lucy

U, Matilde B-E, Joel D, Henry G, Joseph L and

Archie W who competed in the Herts for

Learning Year 8 Maths Challenge on Tuesday

9th May.   This Maths challenge is a team

event in which students compete virtually with

other schools from Hertfordshire to gain points

across four rounds, including an estimation …

Read more

Life Skills Trip to Tesco

We had a very informative trip out this week,

with a group of students.  The trip was

organised by the Princes Trust as part of the

Achieve Programme that the students are

taking part in. We visited the Tesco

Supermarket in Hatfield. Students had a tour

of the store including behind the scenes -

areas such as the staff room …

Read more

Computing Museum Trip

On Wednesday 10th May, Year 10 Computing

students had the opportunity to visit The

National Museum Of Computing located in

Bletchley park.  The day was full of hands-on

activities. Students looked at the first

computers built and how they assisted in

winning the war. Students looked at Robots

and Artificial Intelligence and the ethical issues

surrounding AI and the limitations …

Read more
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Eco Garden 

Alongside a bumper harvest of rhubarb, the P7

Gardening team have recently enjoyed picking

some of our radishes and growing cress. The

potatoes are in and soon we will be planting

out our beans and peas. Miss Jacquinot

Read more

Shrek the Musical

KWS students present the classical tale of

Shrek in Musical form! Fire breathing dragons,

talking donkeys, and of course everyone’s

favourite ogre. Featuring a cast, crew and

orchestra of over 100 students, this will be our

most ambitious and technical production yet!

Get your tickets via our website

https://www.kw-arts.co.uk/events Mr Bullock 

Read more

PE Update

The opening weeks of the summer term have

already brought about two county league

athletics meets, which have been very

positive. Our ethos with athletics is for

students to aim to beat personal bests week

on week wherever possible and that will in

turn positively impact their placing in the

event.  All students who have participated so

far have been …

Read more
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KWS Vacancies

There are no current vacancies but all new vacancies are posted on mynewterm so keep on

checking there.

Katherine Warington Association of Friends (KWAF)

If you would like to get involved and support your school's parents’ association, please email

kwaf@kwschool.co.uk or look out for updates on Facebook@kwafkws. If you haven’t already

done so, please sign up and follow us!

If you have any requests regarding the KWAF second-hand uniform, please email

uniform.kwaf@kwschool.co.uk and not the main KWAF email.

Upcoming Events

Monday 15th May - Friday 19th May - Performing Arts Production Week

Thursday 18th May - Year 10 Reports Issued

Monday 22nd May - Year 8 Romeo and Juliet Performance

Tuesday 23rd May - Onatti Spanish Play (Year 9 and Year 10 Spanish Students)

Thursday 25th May - Year 10 Parents Evening

Notices

Work Experience - Medical

Production Week - Shrek Students

Non KWS Events/Publicity

Here are some cheaper options for broadbands you can switch too.

click here for more info.

Harpenden Live

https://www.facebook.com/groups/kwafkws
mailto:uniform.kwaf@kwschool.co.uk
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/phones-telecoms-and-internet/advice-for-consumers/costs-and-billing/social-tariffs


National Apprenticeship Webinars

Colour Dash Harpenden



Cascade Camps



Stockwood Park Golf Club - 50 Year Anniversary



Summer Career Experiences



Public Health Nursing Team Newsletter



Stanborough Park Watersports Centre
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