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Heads up

Good to end the term with the full range of values on display-Knowledge, Wellbeing and Success.

Knowledge has been covered on a number of levels but the trip to the BETT show for students was

enlightening as they looked at what technology and AI have in store for education and schools in



the future. It accompanied other students going on the Future Heroes trip to Hertfordshire

University to look at careers across the social care and health sectors. While both of these broadly

fall under our Careers month, our knowledge and appreciation of neurodiversity was celebrated with

an array of multi-coloured umbrellas suspended in the school entrance. This certainly sparked a lot

of interest from students (and will come in handy if the weather continues to be wet!). For more on

these, please see below.

As part of wellbeing and our House competitions, the KWS Bake Off saw 15 cakes with the theme

of Easter lovingly baked and decorated by students. While successful baking can enhance wellbeing,

I focus on cake eating and therefore happily volunteered to be a judge. It was about 7 cakes in that

I started to realise I was not going to make it through a full slice of each cake. They were all,

however very tasty and I found I had enough space for a couple more mouthfuls of the winning

offering. Well done to everyone involved. More below.

Success comes in many different forms-for some it can be on a whole school, County or even

national stage. For others, it can be as simple as achieving a personal goal like finishing reading a

book or sticking at some hard home learning task and not giving up. At our Achievement

Assemblies at the end of each week, we proudly celebrate a whole variety of achievements from

individual academic ones through to team, sports and personal accomplishments. On the national

level, a massive congratulations to our Yr7 elite boys trampoline team who are the national

champions. For more on this, see below.

When we return after the break, our Year 10 students begin their exams. All of the subject exams

are based on past GCSE papers and it will give everyone a realistic picture of what is in store when

they open their results envelope in the summer of next year. Use the break purposefully, balancing

revision with rest and revival.

As our 80 students plus staff head off to find snow on our inaugural ski trip, it leaves the rest of us

to enjoy a relaxing Easter with lots of Easter eggs.



Tony Smith
Headteacher

House Points

This weeks house point winner are Armstrong. Congratulations!

Great KWS Bake off

Thank you to all our Great KWS Bake off bakers! We had 15 entries in total.

Judging took place on Wednesday. Our winner made a fantastic chocolate orange cake - Henry G!





Mrs Gaydon

Dear Students and Families,

We are wishing you a fabulous break and we are sure that having some time to spend together as a

family is very much welcomed by both parents and students.



School is closed from the 31st March to the 17th April and school staff may not respond to emails or

contact. Therefore, any immediate concerns should be reported to the relevant service (for example

the Police or Children’s Services). However, the safe@kwschool.co.uk email is available for non-

emergency concerns. This inbox will be checked intermittently by the safeguarding team during the

break.

Below are some helpful websites and resources regarding safety and mental health.

Kooth:

Kooth is a website we direct students to if they want to talk about their feelings anonymously. Here

are their Chat Opening Hours in the blue box below.

Follow this link for support when it comes to speaking to your teen about their feelings.

With YOUth:
This is a new service providing emotional and wellbeing support for children across Hertfordshire.

Please encourage your child to explore it in case they need to talk. Please follow the link to the

website.

NSPCC and Childline:
Please follow the link to information about how to make contact with the NSPCC and Childline.

This is in case you have concerns a child may be at risk of abuse or harm. Young people can also

make those calls themselves to report concerns.

Online Safety:
Young people use smartphones so frequently and confidently that we forget how much access they

have to the world through these devices and through social media. Any reminder of this is timely

and important.

During this school holiday period, please continue to monitor your child’s online activity and talk

openly to them about their use of social media. With apps like Snapchat, young people can easily

share their location with others and talk to strangers. This can be incredibly dangerous and it is

mailto:safe@kwschool.co.uk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Lk7EcJtuyTkEh_6-BGed79hJnpGoNBe7/view?usp=sharing
https://www.withyouth.org/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/


important we continue to remind our young people about these risks and monitor activity. Please

remind them of the responsibility that come with phones and other devices.

Mrs Aikman

Maths in Action



Earlier this month, a group of Year 10

students travelled to London to watch an

interactive maths show hosted by Maths in

Action.  Speakers with backgrounds ranging

from Academia and Quantitative Trading to

Engineering and Space Science gave a series

of fascinating talks designed to enhance

mathematical understanding, improve problem

solving skills and, above all, to raise

awareness of the …

Read more

Creative Writing Period 7

In Creative Writing P7 this half term we have

been writing short stories based on the image

below. This week we celebrated some

fantastic story writing skills with a special

session where we shared our work aloud,

whilst celebrating our collective genius and

eating sweets. Special credits go to Lois, Ellie

and Amber, Rayan and Oscar for being brave

enough …

Read more

https://kwschool.co.uk/maths-in-action/
https://kwschool.co.uk/maths-in-action/
https://kwschool.co.uk/creative-writing-period-7/
https://kwschool.co.uk/creative-writing-period-7/


Future Heroes Trip

A group of Year 8 and 9 students, that are

interested in a career in health care or

medicine, visited the Future Heroes Expo in

Hatfield. Students had the opportunity to meet

and talk to various professionals from within

the NHS and other health care providers. Their

discussions encouraged them to find out about

aspects of health care that are …

Read more

KWS Trampoline Squad

Congratulations to the 4 students that

competed at their first ever National Finals

Schools Trampoline Competition in

Northampton on Saturday 18th March. Will E

(Year 9) competed 2 excellent routines in the

Years 9-10 Novice category and was placed

12th. The Year 7 Elite boys team of Matthew

P, Joshua P and Riley W performed well with

some new skills …

Read more

https://kwschool.co.uk/future-heroes-trip-2/
https://kwschool.co.uk/future-heroes-trip-2/
https://kwschool.co.uk/kws-trampoline-squad/
https://kwschool.co.uk/kws-trampoline-squad/


Advanced Maths Programme Maths Feast

Well done to the Year 10 mathematicians who competed in the Advanced Maths Programme Maths

Feast on Monday. Students competed in four rounds of increasingly difficult team maths challenges

and performed excellently against some tough opposition. We look forward to trying some of the

problems during the advanced maths lunch club. Our teams consisted of Team 10 - Poppy S,

Fahtima A, Tom …

Read more

'Neurodiversity week and the Umbrella

Project.'

This week, we've been celebrating neurodiversity month with a series of whole year

assemblies talking about neurodiversity and the amazing things we can achieve when we

embrace our differences. The focus was on how everyone is different and that this is a positive

thing. You may have also seen our Umbrella Project display (before it was battered by the wind!).

This is …

Read more

HfL Maths Challenge

https://kwschool.co.uk/advanced-maths-programme-maths-feast/
https://kwschool.co.uk/neurodiversity-week-and-the-umbrella-project/


Congratulations to Thomas C, Joie F, Kenny H,

Tapiwa M, Ella P, Willow P, Finlay R and Isla W

who competed in the Herts for Learning Year

7 Maths Challenge earlier this month.   This

maths challenge is a team event in which

students compete virtually with other schools

to gain points across four rounds, including an

estimation and a memory …

Read more

Sports update

Well done to all sports teams this term. There

have been a number of standout teams and

also individual performances in gymnastics,

basketball, netball and football just to name a

few. Last week marked our Inter-House Sports

tournaments in football, netball, benchball

(due to the weather) and badminton. It was

fantastic to see so many students competing

for their house …

Read more

HomeRun App

https://kwschool.co.uk/hfl-maths-challenge/
https://kwschool.co.uk/hfl-maths-challenge/
https://kwschool.co.uk/sports-update-13/
https://kwschool.co.uk/sports-update-13/


We are excited to announce that we are

partnering with HomeRun App to help parents

connect to others living nearby and make

journey-sharing easier. The app is a secure,

digital platform that will enable you to: Share

lifts with nearby families to reduce the time

and cost of driving to school Contact other

parents securely, sharing personal contact

information on a needs-only …

Read more

Trustee News

The Trustees would like to take this opportunity to wish all our staff and families a very happy

Easter holiday. We hope the sun decides to come out to shine at last and that everyone has time to

rest and recharge after such a busy term.

As Trustees it has been wonderful to see all the different activities that have taken place this term -

from the delicious looking Bake Off, to a whole lot of sporting success, from the impressive musical

performances to the teachers having pie thrown in their faces, it has been an action packed few

months.

We come into school on a regular basis to meet with staff to discuss different aspects of school life

and it is always brilliant to see the enthusiasm of both teachers and students which goes towards

making KWS such a positive place to learn. We have also enjoyed being part of the process for

planning the new KWS Sixth Form. It's great to see how all the ideas are coming together to ensure

that the Sixth Form provides an outstanding experience for everyone in Year 12 and 13. We look

forward to being part of all the exciting plans which will be happening next term too.

https://kwschool.co.uk/homerun-app/
https://kwschool.co.uk/homerun-app/


Happy Holidays Everyone!

The Trustees

KWS Vacancies

Here are our current vacancies:

HR Manager

Library Manager

Cover Supervisor

Head of Business and Economics

Caretaker

Katherine Warington Association of Friends (KWAF)

If you would like to get involved and support your school's parents’ association, please email

kwaf@kwschool.co.uk or look out for updates on Facebook@kwafkws. If you haven’t already

done so, please sign up and follow us!

If you have any requests regarding the KWAF second-hand uniform, please email

uniform.kwaf@kwschool.co.uk and not the main KWAF email.

Upcoming Events

Monday 17th April - Start of Term

Monday 17th April to Friday 28th April - Year 10 Mock Exams

Friday 5th May to Sunday 7th May - DofE Silver Practice Expedition

Notices to parents/carers

https://www.facebook.com/groups/kwafkws
mailto:uniform.kwaf@kwschool.co.uk


Year 10 Mock exams

Year 8 HPV Immunisations

Non KWS Events/Publicity

Catch up clinics
Our Team is running the following catch-up clinics during Easter. If your child has missed any

important vaccinations, please contact the School Aged Immunisation Team at

admin.imms@nhs.net or 01727 732062 if you would like to book their child into it.

The dates of the clinic are:

Tuesday 11th April St Albans

Wednesday 12th April Hatfield

Thursday 13th April Hemel Hempstead

DSPL7

Please find attached the Summer term parenting booklet 2023

Click here for more information

Dacorum and St Albans - Newsletter

mailto:admin.imms@nhs.net
https://kwschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Parenting-booklet-summer-term-2023-electronic-version.pdf








Cascade Camps



Stanborough Park - Watersports



Harpenden in Bloom 2023









St Albans City and District Council - Playing out signs



Harpenden Town Council - Exploring Harpenden Common
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