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Heads up

I just want to provide an update on the start to a new term following some refinements to our

behaviour systems here at Katherine Warington school. We have addressed this after feedback from

our student body and our teaching staff, both who felt that low level disruption was hindering their

teaching and students’ learning.

Our aim is to establish the highest possible standards of behaviour. Our motto has always been that

students should be respectful, be ready and take responsibility. If our students value the culture of

hard work and good behaviour, they will learn more and go on to have improved life opportunities.

Unsurprisingly, research has shown that students who practise, put effort into tasks, are motivated

and have good attitudes, make better progress than those who do not. Equally, the converse is

true.

Where there is a culture of failure or of opting out, this needs to be turned around, so that

becoming more intelligent is seen as desirable.

We chose to use the start of the new year to re-establish our expectations. Students’ behaviour

around the school should be impeccable; every lesson should be characterised by a relentless focus

on learning, free from distractions. I am pleased to say that the overwhelming majority of students

are meeting these expectations. They are attending school ready with the right equipment, taking



responsibility to be on time to lessons, and respectful of the learning environment. Over the last

couple of weeks we have seen a school record for the number of recognitions being awarded. I

want to take this opportunity to thank our students and yourselves for supporting the school with

its aims and vision.

We have very high expectations of our students and a belief that every student is capable of

meeting them. The rules are only there because we need them to help us make sure learning can

happen in the best possible conditions. Everyone has to follow the rules so that the systems work

and everyone benefits. It is based on the principle that, once students know the rules and the

consequences, they can make the right choices for themselves and for others. We are also

providing opportunities for students to address issues before they become a consequence with the

introduction of the morning stationery shop. We want students to make the right choices, to get

things right the first time. When children thrive at school and at home, it is usually because the

boundaries are very clear and there are clear consequences if they stray beyond them.

Full details of the behaviour policy and the home school agreement can be found on our website

and I would encourage all parents/carers to familiarise themselves with it as this will ensure that all

parties are well informed about our expectations in regards to rewards and behaviour.

The vast majority of parents, carers and other visitors to our school are supportive of the school, its

teachers, other members of staff, its students and their parents, and act in a reasonable way,

ensuring that the school is a safe, orderly environment in which students can learn. We are, after

all, only trying in our professional capacity to do what is right for our students. Occasionally,

however, a negative attitude is expressed. Our school policy will always be not to read or respond to

social media posts. We welcome the opportunity to receive dialogue directly from parents/carers by

contacting the school and are happy for parents/carers with concerns to book meetings with staff

or, if they so wish, to book a time to look around the school during the school day.

It has been a pleasure to walk the school site during lesson time and to see the fruit of the labours

both our staff and students are applying. It has been a very successful start to 2023 and one we

aim to continue with.

Tony Smith
Headteacher

James Marshall Foundation

We would like to thank the James Marshall Foundation for their generous grants during 2022 - They

have provided a total of 172 grants to KWS Students & Families totalling £36,000.

The financial support ranges from uniform and equipment to financial support with school trips.

You can find out more information about James Marshall and the grants they offer on the KWS

Website - https://kwschool.co.uk/financial-assistance/

https://kwschool.co.uk/financial-assistance/


Interact Club - Sponsored Sleepout

On Friday 3rd February we are holding a sponsored sleepout where 70 students and 15 staff will be

braving the cold to raise money for Shelterbox. Students are collecting their own sponsorship, but

we have set up a justgiving page for anyone who would like to sponsor the whole event.

www.justgiving.com/page/kwssleepout2023

Dear Year 9 and 10 parents,

Thank you to those year 9 and 10 students and parents who have completed the sixth form surveys

sent out at the beginning of the term. We really appreciate your prompt response.

This is a reminder for those who have not completed to do so before the deadline at the end of

January.

I have attached the link to the parent survey below:

https://forms.gle/mDhWaTFWMf2yevQX8

The links to the sixth form student surveys have been sent out to student emails via Arbor again

this week. Please encourage your child to complete them if they have not already done so.

Many thanks for all your support!

Mr. Laing

Year 10 Work Experience: 12th - 16th June 2023

A huge thank you and well done to all students who have organised private placements and handed

their own placement forms. We strongly advise that students organise their own placements where

possible, as placements that are organised through the Services for Young People database will be

limited in variety and allocated randomly, thus students may not be placed in their first choice

establishments.

Should you require a new form, please email c.careers@kwschool.co.uk to request one.

The deadline to submit own placement forms is 28th February 2023.

Mr Cain is taking on the challenge in learning how to ski and snowboard recently for the upcoming

Ski Trip. Mr Cain hopes that everyone is excited for the first ever KWS ski trip to Alpe d'Huez and

will have fun.

More information will follow soon regarding the trip closer to the time. If you have any questions

please email: d.cain@kwschool.co.uk

http://www.justgiving.com/page/kwssleepout2023
https://forms.gle/mDhWaTFWMf2yevQX8
mailto:c.careers@kwschool.co.uk
mailto:d.cain@kwschool.co.uk


House Points

This weeks house point winners are Tesla. Congratulations!

View All News

Learning at KWS

Our students have had an excellent week of

learning at KWS. The commitment of our

students to being ready, responsible and

respectful has resulted in another huge total

of recognitions being awarded. In fact, we

have seen an average increase of over 3000

recognitions given per week at KWS since the

start of January. We want to say a huge …

Read more

https://kwschool.co.uk/news/
https://kwschool.co.uk/learning-at-kws/
https://kwschool.co.uk/learning-at-kws/


Radio Club

The radio hosts have done a great job so far

by entertaining the students in the lunch hall

at lunch time with great song suggestions and

interaction with the students. Keep up the

good work and if you are a student that would

like to run the radio station at lunch times

then please email: d.cain@kwschool.co.uk

Read more

MESME Maths Circles

At the beginning of January, a selected group

of Year 7 students formed KWS’ first MESME

Maths Circle. MESME is a charity which aims to

support high-attaining students to achieve

mathematical excellence and a MESME Maths

Circle is a small group of students who come

together regularly to grapple with intriguing

questions, to discover and explore exciting

ideas, and to …

Read more

Houses of Parliament and the Palace of

Westminster Trip

https://kwschool.co.uk/radio-club/
https://kwschool.co.uk/radio-club/
https://kwschool.co.uk/mesme-maths-circles/
https://kwschool.co.uk/mesme-maths-circles/


On Monday 16th January, 17 students in Years

9 and 10, who do Politics as part of their

Period 7, went to visit the Houses of

Parliament and the Palace of Westminster. The

trip to Parliament included a workshop where

students came up with their own bills to pass

through as laws and students learnt how this

process works. We …

Read more

KWS Vacancies

Here are the vacancies that are currently available on MynewTerm Website

Head of KS5 Maths

ECT - Maths Teacher

ECT - Teacher of Computing

LSA

Here are the upcoming vacancies that will be available on MynewTerm Website

Teacher of PRE - full time

Teacher of PE - full time

Teacher of Art - part time

Teacher of Science - full time

Katherine Warington Association of Friends (KWAF)

If you would like to get involved and support your school's parents’ association, please email

kwaf@kwschool.co.uk or look out for updates on Facebook@kwafkws. If you haven’t already

done so, please sign up and follow us!

If you have any requests regarding the KWAF second-hand uniform, please email

uniform.kwaf@kwschool.co.uk and not the main KWAF email.

Upcoming Events

Thursday 2nd February - Year 7 Parents Evening (1/2)

Friday 3rd February - Interact Club - Sponsored Sleep Out

Tuesday 7th February - Year 8 Key Stage 4 Options Launch

Wednesday 8th February - Year 7 Parents Evening (2/2)

Thursday 9th February - Spring Concert

Monday 13th February - Friday 17th February - February Half Term

Notices to Parents/Carers

https://kwschool.co.uk/houses-of-parliament-and-the-palace-of-westminster-trip/
https://kwschool.co.uk/houses-of-parliament-and-the-palace-of-westminster-trip/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/kwafkws
mailto:uniform.kwaf@kwschool.co.uk


Information Regarding The National Education Union Stroke Action

Non KWS Events/Publicity

Courses for caring for a loved one with an Eating Disorder

Now and Beyond practical sessions - 8th February 2023 at 8pm



INVESTIN courses:

STEM and Medicine Career Opportunities and an invitation for parents: Success Beyond School



Beezee Bodies

FizzBug - Half term at the Grove School



Family Fun Run
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