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The start of this half term can sometimes be a struggle for students and staff alike as the

clocks change and the temperature tends to drop and Christmas looks quite a way away

despite the adverts running on TV for it already. With that background, it was good to

have the Diwali celebrations and accompanying light displays in school, which certainly

provided that. The five Year 9 students who led our celebrations did so in an exemplary

fashion - congratulations and a big thank you to them. For more details of our Diwali

please scroll down.

We have decided that it would be beneficial to our incoming Year 7 students for 2022 to

run a summer school along the same lines as the one we ran this year. It really helped

students to feel more comfortable coming into secondary school at the start of the term.

This time our summer school will be for three days and it will be in the penultimate

week of the summer holidays (22nd-24th August).

As part of our focus on parent voice, our first parent catering forum will take place on

Thursday 11th November. There will be a presentation by Clare Ponder (Catering

Manager - HCL) from 12.00pm followed by a Q&A session and parents will then be

invited to stay and enjoy lunch with us to see the lunch service for themselves. We

expect it to be concluded by 1.15pm. There are a limited number of spaces available and

if you are interested in attending please email d.inns@kwschool.co.uk

Next week is our KWS Climate Change Awareness Week, led by our Eco Committee and

coordinated by Mr Inman. It will include a form time quiz, themed Oracy Assembly and

public speakers. There is also a House competition giving students the opportunity to

get involved with an activity at home to reduce the environmental impact

A gentle reminder for students to bring in some money if they wish to purchase a poppy

from Monday. As part of our participation in Remembrance, students have been making

clay poppies and painting them to form an installation. My thanks to Miss Robinson and

her team for organising that. Students will also observe a minute's silence and the last

post will be playing via our radio station.



Finally, as we are back into Covid precautions, please encourage your child to test before

coming to school on Sunday/Monday and bring a mask and hand sanitiser with them.

Tony Smith

Headteacher

House Points

The house points winners for this week are Ali congratulations.

Form Overall

Ali 5019

Armstrong 4697

Franklin 4965

Keller 4914

Nightingale 4896

Tesla 4906



Admissions Consultation

We are consulting on changes to our admission arrangements for September 2023 -

August 2024.

These changes are to accommodate advice from Hertfordshire  County Council on the

definition and explanation for home address where two applications are received for the

same child in our Admissions Criteria for 2023/24. The revised wording to be included

in our document will come under the 'Distance Measuring and Home Address' heading

on the sixth and seventh page of our Criteria.

The Admissions Committee in agreement with Katherine Warington School's Board of

Trustees have considered this proposal and in consultation with Herts County Council

have formulated new admissions criteria to take effect from September 2023.  A copy of

the proposed criteria is available on the school website by clicking here.

Should you wish to respond to this consultation, please do so in writing to Mrs R

Robertson, Governance Professional, by 9.00am on Friday 10th December,

r.robertson@kwschool.co.uk. We will not be able to acknowledge or respond

individually to your comments but they will be taken into account.

At the end of the period of consultation on Friday 10th December, the Admissions

Committee of the Board of Trustees will meet to consider any responses and prepare a

report and recommendation to the Board of Trustees, who will determine the

admissions criteria for September 2023 - August 2024 by 28th February 2022.

Attendance Review

As a school, we place great importance on attendance and expect that all our students

will achieve an attendance level of at least 96% each academic year. It is through good

attendance that pupils maximise their full potential, enhancing their life chances for the

future. Missing school means missing out on learning and this can have an impact on a

child’s development and attainment.

There is a strong statistical link between attendance and attainment. Studies show that

students who have patterns of poor school attendance could fail to achieve their full

potential and this can have a detrimental impact on their GCSE results. Parents have the

legal responsibility to ensure their child attends school regularly and punctually.

Research suggests that a drop to 90% can lead to a whole GCSE grade drop in

achievement.

A student with 90% attendance is the equivalent  of 4 whole weeks and 114 lessons

missed at school.

https://kwschool.co.uk/admissions-consultation-2023-24/


A student with 85% attendance is the equivalent of 6 weeks missed at school and 174

lessons missed at school.

A student with 80% is the equivalent of 8 weeks missed at school and 228 lessons

missed at school.

By working together we can help students reach their full potential and make the most

of the opportunities school has to offer.

If you feel you would like support with your child’s attendance or wellbeing, please do

not hesitate to contact the school.



Attendance Procedures Reminder

We would like to remind you that lateral flow tests should continue to be taken twice

weekly and are only for students who are asymptomatic.

If your child has any COVID-19 symptoms:

· A new continuous cough

· A temperature of 37.8* and above

· A loss of sense of smell or taste

A PCR test should be booked and taken instead of a lateral flow test and you

should advise the school that you are doing so by emailing admin@kwschool.co.uk and

then let us know the result via the same email address as soon as it is known.

If your child is unable to attend school due to illness, urgent appointments or other

reasons please telephone the 24hr school absence line on 01582 314800 or email

absence@kwschool.co.uk by 8.30am at the latest on the first day of absence and

every subsequent day thereafter, giving your child’s name, tutor/year group

and full reason for absence.

Where possible, please give plenty of notice for any planned absence, for example

hospital appointments, and provide a copy of any medical/dental appointment

letters/cards to the school. We would appreciate all dental and non-urgent doctor

appointments being made out of school hours.

Please click here to visit the attendance page on our website.

Grace Aikman

Assistant Headteacher for Pastoral Care

Sports Notices

Wednesday night saw a fantastic win for our Year 8 girls on

penalties in the county cup, particularly when the second half

and the penalties were played in almost pitch black! Well done

to all girls involved. Special mention to Isobel J and Emily B

for the goals, as well as a solid performance in defence by Izzy

P, Jessica H and Sarrinah M. A crucial penalty save by Isabella

H provided the difference too!

This weekend the Year 7 boys Rugby team are travelling to

Nicholas Breakspear School for a 7-a-side tournament. They

stayed late on Wednesday and trained very well in preparation.

https://kwschool.co.uk/attendance-2/


We wish them all the best. Well done to Year 9 boys Henry H and Nathan T for helping

to coach the squad.

We have accumulated a large amount of lost property in the PE changing rooms over the

first half term. Can I ask that if your child has lost any item of clothing, that they look for

it in the PE changing rooms. On a similar theme, please make sure all clothing is

labelled from now on so that we can return any items much more easily.

Mr Alexander

Science Update

NHS Pin Badge Design Competition

Mrs Creamer emailed all students this week about a competition being run by ‘All About

STEM’ to design a pin badge for staff of the NHS Blood and Transplant Services.  This

scheme is looking for students who are enthusiastic about helping NHS scientists by

designing a logo for a staff pin badge. The logo should be related to any of these

areas/topics: brighter horizons; future medicine; healthcare scientist;

nursing care; eyedrop; heart; transplantation; tissue donation;

bioengineering.

There are prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd placed entries. The deadline for submissions is

Monday 22nd of November. Further information can be found by clicking this link.

In order to enter the competition students should email their science teacher and Mrs

Creamer (s.creamer@kwschool.co.uk) with an image of their entry. Good Luck!

Science Hub

We are still hoping for more donations of science-related books or magazines in order

to open up our Science Hub as a valuable space for students to read about, research and

discuss scientific issues at lunchtime. Any donations can be dropped off at reception

(Please label them as Science Hub Donations - for Lab 071)

https://www.allaboutstem.co.uk/2021/10/design-a-logo-for-a-pin-badge-nhs-blood-and-transplant/
mailto:s.creamer@kwschool.co.uk


Mrs Creamer

Maths

‘England Rocks’ is back for its third

year! As part of National Maths Week

Times Tables Rockstars (TTRS) are

running their annual competition to

see who is the ultimate TTRS

Champion!

Across the whole of England schools

will be competing to see who is the best

EVER class at TTRS! We will also be

having a competition at KWS with

prizes for the top 3 maths classes across the whole school.

The event runs from the 8th-11th November and you need to try to answer as many

questions as possible by playing whichever game on TTRS you prefer. Game time is

limited to 1 hour a day between 7:30am and 7:30pm, which does not have to be done at

any one time. Any scores after your 1 hour a day will not count, we don't want your eyes

going square!

The Maths department

Diwali Celebrations

This week we are delighted to be joining in with the Diwali

festivities and sharing the celebrations with our school

community. Five of our Year 9 students: Rayan P, Krrish S,

Anoushka M, Maanasee N and Nishaan P took the time to

prepare and deliver an assembly to the whole student body

to explain "What is Diwali?", "Why do we celebrate Diwali?"

and "How do we celebrate Diwali?".

The pride of these students in

their religion and families

celebrations was clear for all to

see and it was a great pleasure

to help these students share

this with the rest of the school

community. Our fantastic

catering staff also served up a

real treat with their delicious

Diwali Menu.



Finally, Miss Robinson and I are very excited to be looking through all of the student

Rangoli Art Competition submissions before announcing the winners early next week.

The winners will have their Rangoli designs brought to life for the whole school to see in

our Diwali 2021 display. Happy Diwali everyone!

Mr Church and Miss Robinson

Eco Garden

These Honey glazed grilled courgettes

were made using the courgettes that were

grown in our eco garden. They were

cooked by our lovely chef Sam and put on

the menu last half term.

The eco garden has had a final tidy ready

for the winter and will restart next spring.

Eco Garden Team

Trips

At KWS we are always striving to provide a varied and far-reaching curriculum.  With

that in mind and now that the COVID restrictions are beginning to ease, staff have been

busy putting together an ambitious programme of activities including day and

residential trips to supplement and enhance classroom learning.  Examples of upcoming

trips include theatre workshops and performances, geography field trips, a visit to the

Crystal Maze in London, a Spanish trip and even a ski trip in the French Alps.

To facilitate the running of these trips, we are also introducing a new “Activity Week”

which will take place after our internal exams at the end of June.  Many of the trips and

activities will occur during that week but others will be scheduled throughout the year.

You will notice that some of the trips and activities are directly related to curriculum

subjects and others are extra-curricular. The aims are to cover all curriculum areas to

provide "something for everyone" and to ensure that there is at least one residential trip

available to each year group every year.  For more details about upcoming trips and

visits, please have a look at our new trips page on the school website.  You can find the

link by clicking here.

https://kwschool.co.uk/trips/


English

Here is our latest KWS Student Recommended Read:

Eragon by Christopher Paolini

I've recently decided to re-read Eragon, and it's still as

good as I remember. The plot is that a boy called

Eragon, settled in a small average village under the

rule of a tyrannous king, stumbles across a mysterious

stone in a supposedly cursed forest. What he doesn't

know yet is the enormous peril that this will lead him

into, and the danger that lies beneath the surface.

Rhiannon (Year 7)

(Available as audio on KWS Online library e-platform and as hard copy in the

Library)

Upcoming Events

Friday 19th November - Year 9 Theatre trip (all day)

Monday 22nd November - Friday 26th November - Literacy week

This week’s notices to parents /carers:

Harpenden Rugby Club Fireworks

Covid 19 Additional Measures

New Head of Year 7

KWS Vacancies

Library Assistant  (part-time)

Monday to Thursday 10am until 2pm

Start date: ASAP

Science Technician (hours to suit)

Ideal for a student taking a gap year or perhaps

studying at a local university

For further details please contact: recruitment@kwschool.co.uk



Katherine Warington Association of Friends (KWAF)

If you would like to get involved and support your school's parents’ association please

email kwaf@kwschool.co.uk or look out for updates on Facebook @kwafkws. If you

haven’t already done so, please sign up and follow us!

https://www.facebook.com/groups/kwafkws






Social Media

Keep up to date with the latest information via the newsletter, website and our social

media platforms by clicking on the links below: 

Facebook @KatherineWaringtonSchool

Facebook @KWSchoolSport

Twitter @KWSHarpenden

Instagram @kwschoolharpenden 

Instagram @kwschoolsport

Non KWS Events / Publicity

Just Talk

Just Talk is Hertfordshire’s mental health and wellbeing campaign, involving over 35

local organisations and co-produced with young people. This year’s Just Talk Week is

coming 15th - 21st November!

This year, Just Talk is focusing on the importance of kindness – how we can all benefit

from being a little kinder to ourselves, and each other. Young people, as well as their

parents and carers are invited to get involved and promote positive mental health in

Herts.

This year’s campaign week will also be taking place online and in schools and colleges

across the county. You and/or your children will be able to access a range of FREE

informational webinars throughout the week, on important topics including:-

Follow  @JustTalkHerts on Facebook, twitter and Instagram to keep up to date.

See the full webinar schedule, as well as a range of

FREE resources, videos and information here

https://www.facebook.com/KatherineWaringtonSchool
https://www.facebook.com/KWSchoolSport
https://twitter.com/KWSHarpenden
https://www.instagram.com/kwschoolharpenden/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/kwschoolsport/
http://usttalkherts.org/news-and-campaigns/just-talk-week-2021.aspx


Letter from Jim McManus, Director of Public Health, Herts County Council

Please click here to read the latest letter regarding additional coronavirus (COVID-19)

measures for all schools from Herts County Council.

Harpenden Evening Floral Group

https://kwschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Letter-to-parents-and-carers_COVID19AdditionalMeasures_final-1.pdf


BeeZee Bodies

Free virtual advice sessions funded by Hertfordshire County Council about family

nutrition and exercise to help with your child's health habits.

If you would like more information or advice please feel free to click here

https://beezeebodies.com/


INVESTIN

Success beyond school is a free, live online event designed to give you essential tools

needed to support your child on their career journey.

The first two events have passed but you can still register for the third event if you wish.



The Rock Project - School of Rock and Pop



The wheathampstead Positive Pathways Project


