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It has been a busy end to a great first term. 

 

On Tuesday evening we 

welcomed students and their families to 

our Winter Showcase. With a range of 

performers showing off their talents in the 

band, choir, drama and debating plus raffles, cakes and mulled wine, it was a busy 

evening.  

 

Thank you to all the members of 

Katherine Warington Association of 

Friends (KWAF) for their energy and 

time and to all the numerous local 

companies listed below who kindly 

donated items for the raffle, raising 

over £1500. Thank you to Mr Church, 

Ms Bailey and Miss Robinson for organising and rehearsing the students.  

 

Earlier in the day we welcomed our DfE post opening visit. Thank you to the parents 

who spoke to the education advisor in person. Governors, my leadership team and I 

were delighted with the verbal feedback at the end of the visit. 

 

 

Not content with that, we then bought all the 

students and staff Christmas lunch and were 

entertained by the school choir with a few 

impromptu guest singers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



We have been advised that the temporary bus stops in Common Lane will shortly cease 

and therefore from the beginning of term all services will be able to fully adopt the 

stopping arrangements originally planned for September: 

  

● 45, 357, 366, 610, 811 towards Wheathampstead  - stop on Lower Luton Road just 

after Common Lane (and 357 will also serve the stop at the bottom of Common 

Lane) 

  

● 357 towards Southdown and 807 towards Markyate – stop in Common Lane on 

opposite side of road to school 

  

We will contact you before the beginning of term in the event of the work over-running 

and the reopening being delayed.  

 

We are in the season of inclement weather. If there is a doubt about the school opening 

due to snow, please consult our school website. We will also email and text parents and 

carers as early as possible on those days to advise about full closure or a delayed start to 

the school day. 

 

Finally on behalf of all the staff, thank you for your kind gifts and cards. 

 

Have a restful Christmas. We will welcome back students on Monday 6th January. 

 

Tony Smith 

Headteacher 

 

 

Student Achievements  

 

ENGLISH 

 

The Big Purple Challenge 

 

We are pleased to announce that the following students have been awarded a certificate 

for getting half way through The Big Purple Challenge! It is so important for our 

students to be reading for pleasure and we are pleased to see so many of them engaging 

with this competition.  

 

Blake P, Jack Q, Erin H, Ben R, Harry H, Neomi Y, Nelson P, Poppy Sr, Anoushka M, 

Rayan P, Toby B, Oscar Q, Rayan H, Kevin O, Leigha K, Michael S, Shakhram S, Rory 

F. 

 

The following two students have actually completed The Big Purple Challenge: 

 

Cuan P, Ruairi A. 

 



Congratulations to all who are working hard towards their Big Purple Challenge 

milestones. We have already awarded over 150 Bookmarks as many students have 

completed at least one book from the list already.  

 

 

The Harpenden Rotary’s Youth Speaks Competition 

 

We would also like to say a huge congratulations to the following students for 

representing us so well in the Youth Speaks competition.  

Nelson P, Cuan P, Rayan P, Rayan H, Maanasee N, Tiffany P, Ibrahim A,  Callum W, 

Jacob T. 

 

Essay Writing Competition 

 

Mrs Aikman and Mrs McPartlin have been very impressed with Year 7 as they have 

worked towards producing beautiful extended analytical pieces. This is a big 

achievement for many of our Year 7s and the following students have been recognised 

for excellent work and effort.  

 

Essay Award: Effort 

 

Alfie F, Evie H, Toby B, Maisy H, Eve B, Samuel G, Toluwani S, Leo M, Lucas B, Anna 

C, Raheem K, Theo L, Seth L, Kara-Louise B,  Annabel S, Cameron R, Kaelan W-B. 

 

Essay Award: Attainment 

 

Freddie C, Becky D, Ben W, Jada O, George M, George Z, Ibrahim A, Harry H, 

Alexander D, Finley M, Cuan P, Nathan T, Mabel K, Precious O. 

 

COMPUTING  

 

#HourOfCode 

 

All students have been participating in the 

#HourOfCode over the last fortnight, learning how 

to move Karel the robot around to complete a series 

of challenges, using a simplified version of Python (a 

text based programming language).  The sense of 

achievement when they manage to write the code, 

debug and fix it and then run it successfully has 

been fantastic.  Do ask them to show you what they 

have been up to.  Some students have moved on to 

hacking each other’s code to practise their 

debugging skills.     

 

  



General Achievement Notice 

 

This has been a very important term for our Year 7s and we are in awe of all that they 

have achieved so far this half term. We would like to say a big well done to everyone! As 

students leave for the Christmas break they have achieved a whopping 10255 

Recognition points this term. Every single student has contributed toward this number 

and should be incredibly proud. 

 

Students achieving over 50 recognition points have received a certificate and are listed 

below. Well done to all. 

 

Emaan  64 

Cuan  64 

Anoushka 61 

Sapphira  61 

Maanasee 56 

Annabel 55 

Tiffany 55 

Joanne 55 

Ben W 54 

Kara-Louise 54 

Mabel 53 

Cameron 53 

Freddie C 53 

Ingrid 52 

Nelson 52 

Finley M 52 

Fahtima 51 

Nathan T 51 

Georgia-May 50 

Ella H 50 

Krrish 50 

Omari 50 



Elise 50 

Hannah T 50 

 

Election of Head Girl, Head Boy & Deputies 

 

We are pleased to announce and congratulate our newly elected Head Girl and Head 
Boy. 
Head girl is Jaydene G, her deputy is Ingrid S  
Head boy is Joshua E, his deputy is Harry H 
 

 
 
 
Sports Notices 

 

The boys’ football team has a fixture on Tuesday 7th January at 3.00pm against 
Mariotts School in Stevenage. An email confirming times and details will be sent out on 
Monday 6th January. 
 

 

Student Equipment  

 

An increasing number of our students have been missing some pretty essential 
equipment as we approached the end of this term - some have had no pen or pencil to 
write with in lessons (and we have been finding numerous broken ones littering our 
classrooms!).   
 
This may sound trivial, but in reality causes real disruption to learning.  It is therefore 
something we will be clamping down on in January, to get our students to take more 
responsibility for having the right equipment.  Students will be issued with a C1 if they 
fail to have a working pen, pencil, green pen (used regularly for marking/feedback 
tasks) or ruler with them in lessons.   



 
We would appreciate it if Santa could find his way to 
deliver our students some fully restocked pencil 
cases… and if you could talk to your child about them 
taking responsibility for checking regularly that they 
have what they need.  This should include a spare 
pen and pencil in case they lose or break one.  Glue 
sticks are something that we are also finding need to 
be replaced regularly.  
 
The full equipment list can be found on our website 
here.  Do contact the school office if you need 
financial support in providing equipment for your 
child.  
 

 

Trust Board 

 
As festivities are in full swing at KWS, we would like to take this opportunity to wish you 
all -  parents, pupils, volunteers and of course our hard working staff a very Merry 
Christmas.  
 
It has been a whirlwind of a first term for the school and the trustees too. We have been 
busy ensuring that we are all appropriately trained now that the school is fully 
operational and have started to come in for what will become regular visits. It is always a 
pleasure to see the children enjoying themselves and taking a full role in school life and 
it's a helpful reminder of why we work so hard behind the scenes on (sometimes less 
than glamorous) things like policies and budget setting!  
 
All that remains is to once again wish you all the best for a happy, healthy and restful 
Christmas break. See you in the Spring term!  
 

 

This week’s notices to parents /carers: 

 

Lost Property 

Lower Luton Road Crossing 

 

 

Home Learning/Reading: 

 

As stated in the last newsletter, the only home learning we will ‘set’ this Christmas break 

is reading for pleasure. Other than the work we do in monitoring students’ reading for 

pleasure through The Big Purple Challenge, students’ responsibility for their reading is 

largely independent.  

 

We will be engaging students in a ‘Read Aloud’ scheme after Christmas which we are 

really looking forward to. We will continue to do our bit to promote a love of reading 

despite our modest library! 

 

https://kwschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/KWS-Student-Equipment-List-Sept-2019.pdf


Can we ask that you spend some time this holiday encouraging your children to do some 

reading at home? Reluctant readers are difficult to engage so trips to your local library 

or bookshop are essential to begin engaging children in reading. Also, taking time to 

read together and talk about books together can be important for children who find this 

process difficult.  

 

Below is our Big Purple Challenge reading list: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iz7Kg07Hd9dqvRibrBQsSflIO0ny78CFcvytd3H

xSto/edit?usp=sharing 

There are many other reading lists out there so do let us know if you would like further 

guidance from our English department.  

 

We have also attached a few links to websites that consider the importance of reading 

and how to engage older children in reading: 

https://experteditor.com.au/blog/brain-books-benefits-reading/ 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/tips-and-advice/reading-

tips/encouraging-older-children-to-read/ 

 

Merry Christmas! 

 

Mrs Aikman 

 

Katherine Warington Association of Friends (KWAF) 

 

After raising over £1500 in raffle, we would like to say a big thank you to all the local 

companies who kindly donated raffle gifts: 

  

 

Bare Minerals  

Helen O’Grady Drama Classes 

Harpenden Bikes 

The Red Cow in Harpenden 

Farr Brew  

Showtime Circus 

 Godfreys 

 

Beats Uniform 

Handmade Tie Die Silk Scarf from 

Lisa Spencer 

Smallfords Farm Shop 

Avon voucher to spend with Carla 

Picton an Avon Rep 

Emma Hunt 

Clair Carr 

Rob Faulkner 

 

DJ Jungle 

Robyn Stephenson 

Emma Neate 

Fringeline Hairdressers in Kimpton 

Laura Thurley 

Rachael Jeffries in 

Wheathampstead 

Sarah Fisher 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iz7Kg07Hd9dqvRibrBQsSflIO0ny78CFcvytd3HxSto/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iz7Kg07Hd9dqvRibrBQsSflIO0ny78CFcvytd3HxSto/edit?usp=sharing
https://experteditor.com.au/blog/brain-books-benefits-reading/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/tips-and-advice/reading-tips/encouraging-older-children-to-read/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/tips-and-advice/reading-tips/encouraging-older-children-to-read/


The Boot pub in Kimpton 

Harpenden Soft Tissue therapy. 

Jessamine Garage 

Cook 

Little Gym 

Hobbycraft 

Vanstone Garden Centre in 

Codicote 

 

Rothamsted Research Centre 

Green Bean Eco Party Pack 

Mini Tropic facial 

Nicole Rose 

Appearance in Wheathampstead 

 

Threads of Harpenden 

Jitka Rodic 

Molton Brown 

Space NK 

Benefit Cosmetics 

Sweaty Betty 

 

 

Keep up to date with the latest information via the newsletter, website and our social 
media platforms: Facebook @KatherineWaringtonSchool and Twitter 
@KWSHarpenden. If you haven’t already done so, please sign up and follow us. 
 

Non KWS Events / Publicity 

 

 



 

       
 

 

 

 



 

 


