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I have been engaged with the first stages of recruitment of staff for the next academic 

year. The first appointments had to be senior teaching staff as they come with teaching 

specialisms. The process for the appointment of a Deputy Head lasts two days and ours 

covered a variety of tasks such as lesson observation, staff panel, student panel, meeting 

governors, a written test on whole school data analysis and written responses to a 

variety of scenarios, a presentation and a formal interview. A thorough test for any 

candidate.  

 

We attracted a large field made up of exceptionally strong existing Assistant Heads at 

successful schools in Hertfordshire and beyond. I am delighted to announce that we 

have appointed David Martin to the Deputy Head post. David joins us in September 

from The Nobel School. David was formerly on the senior leadership team and Head of 

Science at Roundwood Park School and worked at St George's before that. 

  

In an equally rigorous process, Grace Aikman secured the post of Assistant Head, again 

from September. 

  

Somewhere in the midst of all that we also appointed two new teachers who will be 

joining us with language specialisms. Between them they are experienced English, 

Mandarin, Spanish, French, Latin and Arabic teachers. Latin in Period 7 for September 

then! 

  

Our recruitment drive continues but it is extremely humbling to see that what we have 

begun to establish at KWS in terms of our vision, values and practices attracts such 

quality staff. 

  

I spent Tuesday evening watching our students play rugby on Saracens’ pitch under 

floodlights. I am sure they will cherish the memory.  

 

We aim to run a cycling proficiency week early in the summer term to bring all our 

students up to level 3 standard. There will also be a refresher opportunity for those who 

hold level 3 currently but have not cycled recently. More details to follow. 

  



Finally, thank you to all the parents who attended our feedback evening following our 

recent Parents’ Survey. The collective response figures for each question is now available 

on our website and can be accessed by clicking here. 

 

Tony Smith 

Headteacher 

 

Student Achievements  

 

 

Congratulations to George who recently qualified to swim at the 

Herts County Championship.  He competed in seven races and won 

six gold medals and one silver medal.  He will now race at the 

Regional Championships in May. In addition to this he attended a 

presentation where he was awarded ‘Herts County Age Group 

Champion’ for 12 year old boys. A fantastic achievement! 

 

  

Attendance  

 

Attendance is a key contributing factor in any school’s success. As a school we have high 

expectations of attendance and work with students and families to ensure children are 

accessing as much of their education as they possibly can despite illness and other 

mitigating circumstances. 

 

We aim to achieve 96% attendance or above by the end of the school year in order to 

exceed the national average and make sure our students are getting the best 

opportunities possible both in school and in the future. 

 

We review attendance every two weeks and will contact you if we have any concerns. 

Most often our contact will be based on short and intermittent absences which we refer 

to as ‘broken weeks’. A student may have had three or four days off but this can soon 

equate to some students attending school for the equivalent of four days per week. 

 

Based on guidance from the DfE and Herts County Council, any students missing 10% of 

school sessions (Morning sessions/Afternoon sessions) are considered to be persistently 

absent and we are more likely to keep a close eye on this type of absence. To miss 10% of 

a school year is to miss approximately 20 school days. Four weeks of absence, we are 

sure you would agree, is significant. Across five school years, children will have missed 

almost half a year of school by the time they sit their GCSEs. This is why we make sure 

we review student absence regularly. 

 

We are going to be implementing some support in school to make sure some of the work 

students miss will be caught up with in a study session following the absence. This is 

because we believe wholeheartedly that every day counts. As we endeavour to support 

students in this way, we welcome your continued support with this as we draw to the 

end of the Spring term.  

https://kwschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Parents-Survey-November-2019.pdf


 
Attendance Procedures: Reminder 

 

If your child is unable to attend school due to illness, urgent appointments or other 

reasons please telephone the 24hr school absence line on 01582 314800 or email 

absence@kwschool.co.uk by 8.30am on the first day of absence and every 

subsequent day thereafter, giving your child’s name, tutor group and reason for 

absence. 

 

If you have reported their absence by calling or leaving a message on the recorded 

telephone absence line, please also send a note in or email absence@kwschool.co.uk on 

the first day they return with an explanation of the absence. 

 

Where possible, please give plenty of notice for any planned absence, for example 

hospital appointments, and provide a copy of any medical/dental appointment 

letters/cards to the school. We would appreciate all dental and non-urgent doctor 

appointments being made out of school hours.  

 

Please click here to visit the attendance page on our website. 

 

  

https://kwschool.co.uk/attendance/


May Parents’ Evenings 

 

We can now confirm that the parents’ evenings in May will run as follows: 

 

Thursday 14th May Students with surnames starting A to K 

Wednesday 20th May Students with surnames starting L to Z 

 

Further information will follow nearer the time. 

 

Safer Internet Day 

 

Next Tuesday is Safer Internet day and will be the focus of our assembly on Monday for 

the students.  We are often asked questions about parental controls for your Wi-Fi at 

home and this article from the UK Safer Internet Centre provides some useful 

information for setting these with the main providers.   

 

Sports Notices 

 

Well done to all of the boys who took part in this 

week's rugby tournament at Saracens. There was 

lots of great play against some very tough 

opponents. KWS had two wins and two losses. It 

was a very solid performance indeed. Player of 

the tournament went to Seth L for some fantastic 

tackling and great tries - well done Seth! 

 

  

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers/parental-controls-offered-your-home-internet-provider


On Wednesday our netball team played a fixture against St George’s. The girls pulled 

together really well as a team, working hard for each other on defence throughout the 

court and with some great shooting and rebounding. We came away with a great win 15-

8. St George’s were lovely hosts and we thank them for a fabulous game. They 

nominated our players of the match as Jasmine D and Thea O.  

 

Mrs McPartlin 

 

Chinese New Year 

 

Recently, we started talking about Chinese New Year in 

Mandarin lessons and students enjoyed learning to say 

Happy New Year in Chinese (Xin Nian Kuai Le / 新年快

乐!) as well as watching 

the video about Chinese 

Lunar New Year and the 

celebrations and 

traditions in China.  

 

Last week we continued to celebrate Chinese New Year 

by having a proper Chinese meal in the canteen 

decorated in full Chinese style! Students absolutely loved 

the food, “Duck rolls and spring rolls are the best!”, 

“Can we have more Chinese noodles and prawn 

crackers please?”, “Can we have spring rolls and 

Chinese noodles everyday please?”, “The decorations 

and food are amazing!”  These are just a few of the 

comments from students amongst many. Even Mrs 

Aikman had a go at using chopsticks to eat her lunch!  

 

 

Mrs Luo 

 

Lunch Accounts 

 

Please ensure your son/daughter’s lunch account is kept in credit. As a reminder, you 

can manage the amount that is spent each day by setting up a ‘daily spend limit’ on your 

son/daughter’s lunch account by emailing finance@kwschool.co.uk with the amount 

you require. You can also set up an automatic payment in iPayimpact to make regular 

top ups. Students who are overdrawn may be asked by canteen staff to bring in a packed 

lunch the following day until their balance has been cleared. 

 

  

mailto:finance@kwschool.co.uk


Bobble Hats 
 

We have just a few purple bobble hats left. These can be purchased online via the 

iPayimpact shop for £8. If you have any problems with iPayimpact please email 

finance@kwschool.co.uk. There is no obligation to buy, but they are lovely hats!  

 

This week’s notices to parents /carers: 

 

Email: Crumble, our School Dog 

 

Katherine Warington Association of Friends (KWAF) 

 
Easyfundraising 

Do you shop online?  Did you know that with one click you can shop online at all your 

favourite stores and support KWAF – and it costs you nothing! 

 

You will be able to shop at a very wide range of stores online and a donation will be 

made to KWAF (at no additional cost to you).  It’s that easy!   

 

 
 
 

Registering & Purchasing with Easyfundraising 

It's a really simple process, all you have to do is: 

● Log on to Easyfundraising.  Click on the ‘Support your Cause’ tab, log in (if you 

already have an account) or register (if you are a new user), then search/click on 

the shop of your choice and make your purchase in the usual way.  

 

There are over 2,700 online retailers available, including John Lewis, eBay, M&S and 

Tesco and all will give a small percentage of what's been spent back to KWAF to say 

thank you for shopping with them.   

 

 

 

https://www.ipayimpact.co.uk/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/kwaf/?block-header=true&fbclid=IwAR2jR1PSiZ4fPxKkfcRT6seJwWbgsUtUzPc_0-0FzJ6ySp6E0C7VjXpU9qQ


Social Media 

 

Keep up to date with the latest information via the newsletter, website and our social 
media platforms: Facebook @KatherineWaringtonSchool and Twitter 
@KWSHarpenden. If you haven’t already done so, please sign up and follow us. 
 
Non KWS Events / Publicity 

 

The ‘Step into your future’ Weekend at University College London (UCL) 

Are you aged 12-14 and aspire to become a top lawyer, doctor, engineer or investment 

banker in the future? 

The ‘Step Into Your Future’ Weekend gives you the opportunity to gain an immersive 

experience in one of these professions right now. You will be coached by leading doctors, 

engineers, investment bankers and lawyers in how to fulfil your dreams, with guidance 

all the way from GCSE choices through to A-level/IB, university and beyond. 

The weekend is split into four distinct half-day sessions. Saturday will be dedicated to 

Medicine (morning) and Engineering (afternoon) and Sunday to Law (morning) and 

Investment Banking (afternoon). Students can choose to attend any number of sessions 

across the two days. 

Click here for more information. 

 

https://investin.org/products/the-step-into-your-future-weekend?utm_source=InvestIN+Education+-+Schools+MASTER&utm_campaign=b862110279-bankersschoolmar_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ea2e31bba1-b862110279-136135237&mc_cid=b862110279&mc_eid=3d436b982c


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

For more Keystone information click here. 

http://www.keystoneworkshops.co.uk/events/the-importance-of-sleep-on-teenage-wellbeing/

