
TASTER LESSON EVENT ORDER

• Register

• Welcome 9.30am/11.30am

• Taster Lesson 9.40am/11.40am for 1 hour
Maths/Computing with Ms Coomberand Mr Jones in the gym
English with Ms Aikman in BS1

Science with Ms Creamer in Science Lab 3 

All students get to add their handprint to our giant mural in Art.

Also please let us know if you do not want you child to appear in any photographs today. It will be 
group shots of them in lessons without any names used.

Parents remain in the hall

• Students return to the hall and presentations 10.40am/12.40pm

• Home 11.15am/1.15pm



OUR FOUNDING STUDENT MURAL



Introducing our Heads of English,maths,science
and our Special Educational Needs Coordinator

• Grace Aikman

• Zoe Coomber

• Sarah Creamer

• Amy Francis

• And also Zoe Anderson who will join our mathsdepartment, Amanda 
McPartlinin English , Jacob John Church in drama and Jing Luo in 
Science and Mandarin



Admissions –Susan Poole

• You have received an offer of a place for your child

•You haven’t received an offer of a place for your child

•You haven’t applied for a place for your child yet

• Appeals



School Calendar 2019-20
• Autumn Term 2019

• Term Starts: Monday 2nd September-Wed 4th Staff INSET and Training

• Students begin on THURSDAY 5TH September

• Two further INSET days  26th,27th September

• Half Term: Monday 28th October to Friday 1st November

• Term Ends:Friday 20th December

• Spring Term 2020

• Term Starts: Monday 6th January 2020

• Half Term: Monday 17th February to Friday 21st February

• Term Ends: Friday 3rd April

• Summer Term 2020

• Term Starts: Monday 20th April

• Half Term: Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May

• Term Ends:Friday 17th July 

• NB May Bank Holiday: 4 May 2020 and there is an Occasional Day to be timetabled.



Building Progress

• The plan is to move in to a newly constructed Sports Centre on site with this 
converted into 9 classrooms (6 general purpose and 3 specialist rooms)-PHASE 1

• We move into the completed new school over the summer of 2020 ready for 
September –PHASE 2

• I thought you might like to know the completion data for Kier Construction 
(Eastern) on projects such as these. This is what Kier say:

• In the last ten years Kier (Eastern) has delivered over £560m worth of new school 
buildings. Every single one of the 89 projects have been delivered on time.

• However, access to the site was delayed by 3 weeks over the Christmas period 
due to planning conditions so currently delivery date for PHASE 1 completion is 
19th September for us to move in ready for Monday 23rd September 



CONTINGENCY PLANNING

• Kier cannot commit to achieving our required occupancy date of 9th

September until they are further advanced with above ground 
building (in other words clear of unknowns such as weather). We will 
know by May if they can catch up on the 10 days.

• PLAN B-we occupy a partially completed (ground floor) building and 
the upper floor is completed in the evenings and weekends

• PLAN C- University of Hertfordshire Law Court from Thursday 5th 
September to Friday 20th September



PLAN C University of Hertfordshire Law Courts



• We aim to take the students on a bonding adventure trip for two nights and three days from Monday 23rd to 
Wed 25th September (followed by two days off for the students as staff have INSET training)

Typically students will stay in a safari-style camp and enjoy a wide range of adventurous activities, including 
bushcraft, archery and wild swimming.

Example Itinerary Day 1 Arrive, Introduction to Bushcraft, Fire Workshop, Lunch, Archery, Sports, Dinner, 
Games Day 2 Breakfast, Swimming, Pizza Kitchen, Shelter-building Games, Dinner, Night-line, Hot Chocolate 
and Marshmallows Day 3 Breakfast, BushcraftTournament, BushcraftBBQ, Prize Giving, Depart 

Example Menu Breakfast Full English with hot chocolate Lunch Panassedsalmon, lemon couscous and green 
beans Dinner Spaghetti Bolognese with garlic bread Apple crumble and custard *All special dietary 
requirements are catered for. 

Learning Outcomes • How to conduct themselves safely and responsibly in an outdoor environment • To work 
as part of a team towards a shared goal • To think creatively about their surroundings • How to ensure that 
their presence in the woodland leaves minimum impact on the environment

Typical price is £200. Financial help is available and we will set this up so you can pay in installments



VALUES

DEVELOP STUDENTS TO THRIVE IN A CHANGING WORLD

• DEVELOP-not just educate. This covers knowledge and skills development and the character development of 
students, the grit, optimism, self-control, gratitude, social development and curiosity needed in a rounded 
individual. Academic rigourand personal development meets social responsibility. It infers a mind, body and 
soul approach to education so students are resilient, they embrace failure, accept success and care for 
themselves and the community.

• STUDENTS-perhaps we should add the word ALL in our value statement. It is not stated because we 
understand that it is all from the outset, regardless of starting points or individual challenges. We aim to take 
every Katherine Waringtonstudent along a challenging path of self development. Hard work, independent 
study, challenge, creativity and leadership opportunities await them when they walk through our doors.

• THRIVE- to attain any rounded measure of human happiness you wish to select. Add to that a drive to aspire 
to reach their full potential, and that is the aim and ambition for our students.

• CHANGING WORLD-We can’t pretend to know the future but it is reasonable to believe that knowledge will 
get them to the door and character will get them through it. It is also not a passive acceptance, a ‘done to’ 
statement. Our students are the ones who will reflect on how they and the world can improve, then change 
their world. We will prepare them for that responsibility. Their world is a vast horizon and we will expand 
their vision accordingly.



TRADITIONAL VALUES WITH AN INNOVATIVE APPROACH

• TRADITIONAL-Our school embraces the tried and the tested including a structured day, 
discrete subjects, smart uniform, clear behaviour expectations, GCSE exams, home 
learning, House system, form groups, assemblies and student leadership opportunities.

• VALUES-Already covered 

• INNOVATION-We acknowledge the primary importance of core knowledge and skills but 
seek to expand these to prepare students for a changing world. Therefore Mandarin, 
STEM and technology (CAD/CAM, Google classrooms etc) come to the fore.

• We will teach in a traditional method but embrace evidence based developments such as 
cognitive load awareness, regular low stakes testing and interleaving. All students will 
have access to computers in all lessons. Behaviour will be a recognition and reward led 
approach with reparation and reintegration key to the school community. Student 
leadership will be devolved throughout the year groups. The school day is extended to 
embrace further skills based learning and our regular celebration assemblies will 
acknowledge endeavour not just achievement.

• APPROACH-We have yet to open our doors to any students, parents or staff. Our 
approach will be determined and tempered by their thoughts, hopes and words. We will 
listen and learn from our school community and adjust our approach whilst maintaining 
our core values.



If you think you can or you 
think you can’t, you’re RIGHT

Henry Ford



MINDSET

= superior intelligence or ability

• Three decades of research show that over-emphasis on intellect or talent = people 
feeling vulnerable to failure, fearful of change and unmotivated to learn (fixed mindset)

• THEY AVOID CHALLENGES AS FAILURE INDICATES LESSER NATURAL ABILITY

Praise: 

• Effort or persistence (rather than intelligence or getting it right)

• Tell success stories that emphasise hard work

• Promote a ‘love of learning’

• Teach them that the brain is a ‘learning machine’



LEARNING TO LEARN

• ‘It’s true that we start life with the gift of our genes but it’s also true that we 
become capable through the learning and development of mental models that 
enable us to reason, solve and create’

Peter Brown, Science of Successful Learning

At Katherine Warington School, we will use simple strategies to learn better and 
remember longer: 

• low stakes quizzes and self-testing

• spaced out practice

• interleaving the practice of different but related topics 

• getting students to solve problems before being taught the solution

• promoting Desirable Difficulties



‘A child educated only at school is an uneducated child’ 

George Santayana



I DID STUFF AT SCHOOL TODAY
• Share the responsibilities and complexities of everyday life.

• Tell them about things you found hard to learn and how you managed it.

• Don't prematurely rescue your child when they are stuck. 

• Ask your child questions about their learning such as…

Didyouaskanygoodquestions?

What was hard for you today?
Did you tackle something new?
What did you manage to improve?
Did you make any interesting mistakes?
Did youlearn anything useful by watching someone else?



And there’ll be more STUFF tomorrow

• ‘Catch them being good!’

• Praise the specific process your child used to accomplish something. This fosters motivation and 
confidence by focusing children on the actions that lead to success.

• Such praise may involve commending effort, strategies, focus, persistence in the face of difficulty 
and willingness to take on challenges.

• Parents can also teach children to enjoy the process of learning by expressing positive views of 
challenges, effort and mistakes.

• ‘Goodness, this is tricky –this is fun.’

• ‘Oh sorry, that was too easy –not much fun. Let’s do something more challenging that you can 
learn from.’

• ‘Let’s all talk about what we struggled with today and learned from. I’ll go first.’

• ‘Mistakes are so interesting. Here’s a wonderful mistake. Let’s see what we can learn from it.’


